














































      ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 

ORDINANCE RENAMING FOURTH STREET BETWEEN BEALE STREET AND E.H. 
CRUMP BOULEVARD AS IDA B. WELLS-BARNETT STREET 

 
 WHEREAS, the process for naming and renaming streets and other thoroughfares within 
the City of Memphis has been established by Chapters 2 and 12 of the City of Memphis Code of 
Ordinances; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council possesses naming powers when the City acquires 
any street or other thoroughfare by purchase or dedication, per Section 12-16-2 of the City of 
Memphis Code of Ordinances; and 
 
 WHEREAS, under Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 7-86-127, “unless expressly 
provided otherwise by law, the authority to name public and private roads and streets, including 
roads and streets located within residential developments, and to assign property numbers relating 
to the roads and streets, is exclusively vested in the legislative bodies of . . . municipalities within 
their incorporated boundaries;” and 
 

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council, on September 1, 2020, by Ordinance No. 5759 
duly passed, amended the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances thereby vesting street, park, and 
public place/property name change powers in the Memphis City Council as follows: 

 
(Additions underlined in bold italics and deletions identified with strikethrough) 

 SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MEMPHIS, that Section 2-50-6 (B) of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances is hereby 
amended and replaced to read as follows: 
 
 (B) The recommendation to the respective legislative bodies of zoning studies and 
regulations, the mapping and revision of zoning districts, special permits, planned unit 
developments, and regulations for the subdivision of land, recommendation as to subdivisions 
proposed thereunder, street and alley closings and street name changes, shall be vested in the 
Memphis and Shelby County Land Use Control Board as created by this chapter.; street name 
change powers shall be vested in the Memphis City Council with regard to City of Memphis 
streets and other thoroughfares, including streets and other thoroughfares within residential 
developments. Any conflicts with the Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development Code 
shall be made in favor of this section. 
 
 SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF MEMPHIS, that Section 12-16-2 of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances is hereby 
amended and replaced to read as follows: 
 
 When the city shall acquire any street or other thoroughfare by purchase or dedication, the 
city engineer shall file with the director of public works his or her recommendation of a suitable 
name of such street or thoroughfare. It shall be the duty of the city council to select a suitable name 
of for such new street. The official name adopted for a street or other public thoroughfare shall not 



be changed except I accordance with Chapter 9.10 of the Memphis and Shelby County Unified 
Development Code. Furthermore, the Memphis City Council may change the official name 
adopted for City of Memphis streets and other thoroughfares, including streets and other 
thoroughfares within residential developments, by ordinance duly passed. Any conflicts with the 
Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development Code shall be made in favor of this section.  
 

SECTION 3. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF MEMPHIS, that Section 12-16-6 of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances is hereby 
amended and replaced to read as follows: 

 
A map of the city showing streets, alleys, avenues, boulevards, lanes, places, parkways, 

and other thoroughfares, and the official names assigned to each, prepared under the supervision 
of the city engineer, authenticated by him or her, shall be published, from time to time. All streets, 
avenues, alleys, lanes, boulevards, parkways, places, and other thoroughfares in the city shall be 
known by the name allocated to each on this official map, and such later additions and changes as 
may be provided in accordance with chapter 9.10 of the Memphis and Shelby Unified 
Development Code. by the Memphis City Council. Any conflicts with the Memphis and Shelby 
County Unified Development Code shall be made in favor of this section. 

 
SECTION 4. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MEMPHIS, that Chapter 12-68, Public Buildings and Property Use Regulations, is hereby re-
titled to read as follows: 

 
Public Buildings, and Property Use Regulations, and Names.  
 
SECTION 5. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MEMPHIS, that Section 12-68-5 (A) of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances is hereby 
amended and replaced to read as follows: 

 
(A)  It is the purpose of this chapter to detail the process for naming and renaming public 

place/property names not outlined in sections of the Memphis Municipal Code 
specifically concerning (i.) streets, and (ii.) parks, and to prevent interference with 
normal use of public property by the general public and to prohibit only such use which 
will unduly interfere with the normal use of public property by other members of the 
public with an equal right to access it. 

 
SECTION 6. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MEMPHIS, that Chapter 12-68 of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances is hereby 
amended to include Section 12-68-6, which shall be titled and read as follows: 

 
12-68-6. – Method of naming and renaming. 
 
When the city shall acquire property for use by the general public, by purchase, 

condemnation, or dedication, it shall be the duty of the Memphis City Council to select a suitable 
name for such new public place/property. Furthermore, the Memphis City Council may change 
the official name adopted for existing City of Memphis public places/property, by ordinance 



duly passed. Any conflicts with the Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development Code 
shall be made in favor of this section. 

 
SECTION 7. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MEMPHIS, that Chapter 12-84, Park and Parkway Regulations, is hereby re-titled to read as 
follows: 

 
Park, and Parkway Regulations., and Names. 
 
SECTION 8. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MEMPHIS, that Chapter 12-84 of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances is hereby 
amended to include Section 12-84-22, which shall be titled and read as follows: 

 
12-84-22. – Method of naming and renaming. 
 
When the city shall acquire any public parks and other public recreational areas, for use 

by the general public, by purchase, condemnation, or dedication, it shall be the duty of the 
Memphis City Council to select a suitable name for such new public park and other public 
recreational area. Furthermore, the Memphis City Council may change the official name 
adopted for existing City of Memphis parks and other recreational areas, by ordinance duly 
passed. Any conflicts with the Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development Code shall be 
made in favor of this section.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council, on July 21, 2020 by resolution duly passed, 

established the City Council Renaming Commission as a citizen-led, ad hoc committee tasked with 
providing the Council with renaming recommendations regarding City of Memphis street, parks, 
and public places; and 

 
WHEREAS, upon the completion of its tasks, the City Council Renaming Commission, 

on November 16, 2021, presented its final report to the Memphis City Council; the final report 
included a recommendation that Fourth Street between Beale Street and E.H. Crump Boulevard 
be renamed “Ida B. Wells-Barnett Street;” and 

 
WHEREAS, upon review, the Memphis City Council now seeks to exercise its naming 

authority under Chapters 2 and 12 of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances to honor the life 
and legacy of Mrs. Ida B. Wells-Barnett – a former Memphis resident, educator, journalist, civil 
rights activist, women’s rights activist, and anti-lynching crusader. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Fourth Street between Beale Street and 

E.H. Crump Boulevard be officially renamed “Ida B. Wells-Barnett Street.” 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Engineer is requested to affix suitable signs 

officially designating this public road, effective _______________________________________. 
 

 
 



Sponsors: 
      Councilwoman Michalyn Easter-Thomas 

Councilman Edmund Ford, Sr. 
Councilman J B Smiley, Jr. 

  



RESOLUTION to accept Vote 70, Inc. donation of the Equality Trailblazers Monument 

WHEREAS, Vote 70, Inc. created the Equality Trailblazers monument along Riverside Drive in honor of 

the Women’s Suffrage movement to educate the public on Tennessee’s, particularly Memphis’, pivotal 

role in the ratification of the 19th Amendment, which granted women the right to vote; and 

WHEREAS, the Equality Trailblazers monument cost $790,190 to create and erect; and 

WHEREAS, Vote 70, Inc. intends to donate the Equality Trailblazers monument located along Riverside 

Drive to the City of Memphis for the economic benefit of Memphis; and  

WHEREAS, it is necessary to accept the donation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Memphis City Council that the donation of the Equality 

Trailblazers monument with a total cost of $790,190 be accepted by the City of Memphis. 

Sponsors:     Chair: Jamita Swearengen 

Councilwoman Patrice Robinson     

Councilman Jeff Warren 

Councilman Chase Carlisle 

Councilman Edmund Ford, Sr.  

Councilwoman Cheyenne Johnson 

Councilman Martavius Jones 

Councilwoman Rhonda Logan 

Councilman JB Smiley, Jr.  

 

   

 

   




