
 

Referendum Ordinance No._______ 

A REFERENDUM ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 27, SECTION 190 OF THE CHARTER 

OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, SAME BEING CHAPTER 11 OF THE ACTS OF 1879, AS 

AMENDED, AND RELATIVE TO AMENDMENTS THERETO PURSUANT TO THE 

PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 11 SECTION 9 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF 

TENNESSEE (HOME RULE AMENDMENT) TO ALLOW SPECIFIED PERSONNEL 

EMPLOYED WITH THE DIVISIONS OF POLICE AND FIRE SERVICES TO RESIDE WITHIN 

50 MILES FROM THE CITY OF MEMPHIS.  

WHEREAS, Section 190 of the Memphis City Charter was amended by Home Rule Ordinance 

No. 5345 and a referendum ordinance of November 2, 2010, was approved by the voters requiring that all 

employees must live and maintain a residence within the boundaries of Shelby County, Tennessee; and 

WHEREAS, Home Rule Ordinance 5345 applies to persons employed with the Memphis City 

Police Department and Fire Departments, negatively impacting the City’s ability to recruit and retain 

public safety employees; and 

WHEREAS, due to the critical need to fill the large number of public safety vacancies to ensure 

that proper emergency care is provided to the citizens of Memphis, to better approach proactive policing 

and to respond to the emergency needs of any individual residing within the boundaries, the divisions of 

Police and Fire Services will allow specific personnel to reside within 50 miles from the City of 

Memphis; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council deems this legislation to allow specific personnel employed with 

the division of Police and Fire Services to reside within 50 miles from the City of Memphis is prudent to 

move our great City forward for the safety, health, and welfare of our citizens. 

Section 1. Proposed Amendment 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS 

and submitted by the City of Memphis to its qualified voters at the first county general, state and federal 

primary election, which shall be held in the City of Memphis on August 4, 2022, and which shall be held 

at least sixty (60) days after such publication: 

QUESTION: 

Shall the Charter of the City of Memphis, Tennessee be amended to create a new employee classification 

to include commissioned officers and employees in training to be commissioned officers within the 

Division of Police Services and state certified specified personnel and employees in training to be state 

certified specified personnel within the Division of Fire Services to be exempted from the residency 

provisions of the Memphis City Charter and allowed to reside within 50 miles from the City of Memphis 

and shall also be subject to the following provisions which shall replace the present Article 27, Section 

190, "which is hereby repealed in its entirety and the substitution in lieu thereof the following revised 

Article 27, Section 190, to read as follows: 



Article 27.  

 

Section 190. Employee Residency 

 

A. Employee Classifications 

 

1. Employees shall include persons employed by the City of Memphis or any of its department or 

divisions. 

2. Public Safety Commissioned Personnel shall mean and include commissioned and state certified 

employees within Police and Fire Services division and employees enrolled in programming to 

complete commission training and state certification within the Police and Fire Services Division. 

a. Commissioned Police Personnel shall include commissioned and state certified police 

officers. 

b. Commissioned Fire Personnel shall include state certified firefighters, emergency 

medical technicians, and paramedics. 

 

B. Residency 

 

1. All employees of the City of Memphis must reside within the county of Shelby, Tennessee. 

2. Public Safety Commissioned Personnel shall be exempt from the residency requirements and 

shall be allowed to reside within 50 miles from the City of Memphis. 

 

Section 2. Publication of Home Rule Amendment  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the Comptroller is hereby directed to cause the Ordinance to be 

published pursuant to provisions of Article 11, Section 9 of the Constitution of the State of Tennessee. 

 

Section 3. Delivery to Election Commission  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the Comptroller of the City of Memphis shall certify adoption of this 

Ordinance to the Shelby County Election Commission in charge of holding the county general, state and 

federal primary election on August 4, 2022, and request that this proposed amendment to the Home Rule 

Charter of the City of Memphis be placed on the ballot.  

 

Section 4. Proposal and preference  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the Comptroller of the City of Memphis is hereby directed to deliver 

a copy of this Ordinance to the Shelby County Election Commission, together with a suggested proposal 

and the following form of preference to be placed on the ballot in an election to be held on the 4th day of 

August 2022:  

 

REFERENDUM ORDINANCE ALLOWING COMMISSIONED EMPLOYEES WITH THE 

DIVISIONS OF POLICE AND FIRE SERVICES TO BE EXEMPTED FROM THE RESIDENCY 

PROVISION AND ALLOWED TO RESIDE WITHIN 50 MILES FROM THE CITY OF MEMPHIS. 

 

Said ordinance of the City of Memphis was adopted on the day of                                   , 20  _, to provide 

for referendum vote on a Home Rule amendment to the Charter of the City of Memphis, to read as 

follows:  

 



Shall the Charter of the City of Memphis, Tennessee be amended to create a new employee classification 

to include commissioned officers and employees in training to be commissioned officers within the 

Division of Police Services and state certified specified personnel and employees in training to be state 

certified specified personnel within the Division of Fire Services to be exempted from the residency 

provisions of the Memphis City Charter and allowed to reside within 50 miles from the City of Memphis 

and shall also be subject to the following provisions which shall replace the present Article 27, Section 

190, "which is hereby repealed in its entirety and the substitution in lieu thereof the following revised 

Article 27, Section 190, to read as follows: 

 

Article 27.  

 

Section 190. Employee Residency 

 

A. Employee Classifications 

 

1. Employees shall include persons employed by the City of Memphis or any of its department or 

divisions. 

2. Public Safety Commissioned Personnel shall mean and include commissioned and state certified 

employees within Police and Fire Services division and employees enrolled in programming to 

complete commission training and state certification within the Police and Fire Services Division. 

a. Commissioned Police Personnel shall include commissioned and state certified police 

officers. 

b. Commissioned Fire Personnel shall include state certified firefighters, emergency 

medical technicians, and paramedics. 

 

 

 

B. Residency 

 

1. All employees of the City of Memphis must reside within the county of Shelby, Tennessee. 

2. Public Safety Commissioned Personnel shall be exempt from the residency requirements and 

shall be allowed to reside within 50 miles from the City of Memphis. 

 

FOR (YES)  

 

AGAINST (NO)  

 

Section 5. Effective Date of Charter Amendment  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect for the purposes set forth herein 

sixty (60) days after approval by a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon in an election to be held 

on the 4th day of August 2022, the public welfare, requiring it.  

 

Section 6. Certification of Results  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the Shelby County Election Commission certify the result of said 

election to the Comptroller of the City of Memphis, who shall see that said result is made a part of the 

Minutes of the Council of the City of Memphis.  

 



Section 7. Nonconflicting- Conflicting Laws  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that upon adoption of this Home Rule Amendment, all laws constituting 

the present Charter of the City of Memphis, not in conflict with this amendatory 

Home Rule Ordinance, be and the same are here continued in full force and effect, and all laws in conflict 

therewith are hereby repealed.  

 

Section 8. Severability  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any clause, section, paragraph, sentence or part of this Ordinance 

shall be held or declared to be unconstitutional and void, it shall not affect the remaining parts of this 

ordinance, it being hereby declared to be the legislative intent to have passed the remainder of this 

ordinance notwithstanding the parts so held to be invalid, if any.  

 

Section 9. Publication  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this ordinance shall be published immediately after the adoption 

hereof.  

 

Section 10. Enactment of City Ordinance  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this ordinance shall take effect from and after the date it shall have 

passed by the Council signed by the Chairman of the Council, certified and delivered to the office of the 

Mayor in writing by the Comptroller, and become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

 

Sponsors      Chairman 

Ford Canale       Frank Colvett 

Worth Morgan       

                  

   















      ORDINANCE NO. 5816 

 

ORDINANCE RENAMING FOURTH STREET BETWEEN UNION AVENUE AND E.H. 

CRUMP BOULEVARD AS IDA B. WELLS-BARNETT STREET 

 

 WHEREAS, the process for naming and renaming streets and other thoroughfares within 

the City of Memphis has been established by Chapters 2 and 12 of the City of Memphis Code of 

Ordinances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council possesses naming powers when the City acquires 

any street or other thoroughfare by purchase or dedication, per Section 12-16-2 of the City of 

Memphis Code of Ordinances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, under Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 7-86-127, “unless expressly 

provided otherwise by law, the authority to name public and private roads and streets, including 

roads and streets located within residential developments, and to assign property numbers relating 

to the roads and streets, is exclusively vested in the legislative bodies of . . . municipalities within 

their incorporated boundaries;” and 

 

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council, on September 1, 2020, by Ordinance No. 5759 

duly passed, amended the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances thereby vesting street, park, and 

public place/property name change powers in the Memphis City Council as follows: 

 

(Additions underlined in bold italics and deletions identified with strikethrough) 

 SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MEMPHIS, that Section 2-50-6 (B) of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances is hereby 

amended and replaced to read as follows: 

 

 (B) The recommendation to the respective legislative bodies of zoning studies and 

regulations, the mapping and revision of zoning districts, special permits, planned unit 

developments, and regulations for the subdivision of land, recommendation as to subdivisions 

proposed thereunder, street and alley closings and street name changes, shall be vested in the 

Memphis and Shelby County Land Use Control Board as created by this chapter.; street name 

change powers shall be vested in the Memphis City Council with regard to City of Memphis 

streets and other thoroughfares, including streets and other thoroughfares within residential 

developments. Any conflicts with the Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development Code 

shall be made in favor of this section. 

 

 SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MEMPHIS, that Section 12-16-2 of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances is hereby 

amended and replaced to read as follows: 

 

 When the city shall acquire any street or other thoroughfare by purchase or dedication, the 

city engineer shall file with the director of public works his or her recommendation of a suitable 

name of such street or thoroughfare. It shall be the duty of the city council to select a suitable name 

of for such new street. The official name adopted for a street or other public thoroughfare shall not 



be changed except I accordance with Chapter 9.10 of the Memphis and Shelby County Unified 

Development Code. Furthermore, the Memphis City Council may change the official name 

adopted for City of Memphis streets and other thoroughfares, including streets and other 

thoroughfares within residential developments, by ordinance duly passed. Any conflicts with the 

Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development Code shall be made in favor of this section.  

 

SECTION 3. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MEMPHIS, that Section 12-16-6 of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances is hereby 

amended and replaced to read as follows: 

 

A map of the city showing streets, alleys, avenues, boulevards, lanes, places, parkways, 

and other thoroughfares, and the official names assigned to each, prepared under the supervision 

of the city engineer, authenticated by him or her, shall be published, from time to time. All streets, 

avenues, alleys, lanes, boulevards, parkways, places, and other thoroughfares in the city shall be 

known by the name allocated to each on this official map, and such later additions and changes as 

may be provided in accordance with chapter 9.10 of the Memphis and Shelby Unified 

Development Code. by the Memphis City Council. Any conflicts with the Memphis and Shelby 

County Unified Development Code shall be made in favor of this section. 

 

SECTION 4. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MEMPHIS, that Chapter 12-68, Public Buildings and Property Use Regulations, is hereby re-

titled to read as follows: 

 

Public Buildings, and Property Use Regulations, and Names.  

 

SECTION 5. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MEMPHIS, that Section 12-68-5 (A) of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances is hereby 

amended and replaced to read as follows: 

 

(A)  It is the purpose of this chapter to detail the process for naming and renaming public 

place/property names not outlined in sections of the Memphis Municipal Code 

specifically concerning (i.) streets, and (ii.) parks, and to prevent interference with 

normal use of public property by the general public and to prohibit only such use which 

will unduly interfere with the normal use of public property by other members of the 

public with an equal right to access it. 

 

SECTION 6. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MEMPHIS, that Chapter 12-68 of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances is hereby 

amended to include Section 12-68-6, which shall be titled and read as follows: 

 

12-68-6. – Method of naming and renaming. 

 

When the city shall acquire property for use by the general public, by purchase, 

condemnation, or dedication, it shall be the duty of the Memphis City Council to select a suitable 

name for such new public place/property. Furthermore, the Memphis City Council may change 

the official name adopted for existing City of Memphis public places/property, by ordinance 



duly passed. Any conflicts with the Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development Code 

shall be made in favor of this section. 

 

SECTION 7. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MEMPHIS, that Chapter 12-84, Park and Parkway Regulations, is hereby re-titled to read as 

follows: 

 

Park, and Parkway Regulations., and Names. 

 

SECTION 8. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MEMPHIS, that Chapter 12-84 of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances is hereby 

amended to include Section 12-84-22, which shall be titled and read as follows: 

 

12-84-22. – Method of naming and renaming. 

 

When the city shall acquire any public parks and other public recreational areas, for use 

by the general public, by purchase, condemnation, or dedication, it shall be the duty of the 

Memphis City Council to select a suitable name for such new public park and other public 

recreational area. Furthermore, the Memphis City Council may change the official name 

adopted for existing City of Memphis parks and other recreational areas, by ordinance duly 

passed. Any conflicts with the Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development Code shall be 

made in favor of this section.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council, on July 21, 2020 by resolution duly passed, 

established the City Council Renaming Commission as a citizen-led, ad hoc committee tasked with 

providing the Council with renaming recommendations regarding City of Memphis streets, parks, 

and public places; and 

 

WHEREAS, upon the completion of its tasks, the City Council Renaming Commission, 

on November 16, 2021, presented its final report to the Memphis City Council; the final report 

included a recommendation that Fourth Street between Beale Street and E.H. Crump Boulevard 

be renamed “Ida B. Wells-Barnett Street;” and 

 

WHEREAS, upon review, the Memphis City Council now seeks to exercise its naming 

authority under Chapters 2 and 12 of the City of Memphis Code of Ordinances to honor the life 

and legacy of Mrs. Ida B. Wells-Barnett – a former Memphis resident, educator, journalist, civil 

rights activist, women’s rights activist, and anti-lynching crusader; additionally, the Council now 

seeks to expand upon the City Council Renaming Commission recommendation pertaining to 

Fourth Street by extending the aforementioned renaming boundaries. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Fourth Street between Union Avenue and 

E.H. Crump Boulevard be officially renamed “Ida B. Wells-Barnett Street.” 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Engineer is requested to affix suitable signs 

officially designating this public road, effective _______________________________________. 

 



Sponsors: 

Councilwoman Michalyn Easter-Thomas 

Councilman J. Ford Canale 

Councilman Chase Carlisle 

Councilman Frank Colvett 

Councilman Edmund Ford, Sr. 

Councilwoman Cheyenne Johnson 

Councilman Martavius Jones 

Councilwoman Rhonda Logan 

Councilman Worth Morgan 

Councilwoman Patrice Robinson 

Councilman J B Smiley, Jr. 

Councilwoman Jamita Swearengen 

Councilman Jeff Warren, M.D. 
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  SUBSTITUTE ORDINANCE NO.    

 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 25-200, SECTION 1,  
OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS CODE OF ORDINANCES 

GOVERNING THE CITY PENSION SYSTEM TO ALLOW CERTAIN 
INDIVIDUALS TO EXTEND PARTICIPATION IN THE  

DEFERRED RETIREMENT OPTION PLAN  
   

WHEREAS, the City of Memphis, Tennessee (the "City") has adopted a pension 
system for general employees and for police officers and firefighters known as the City of 
Memphis Retirement System, as amended, restated and supplemented from time to time, 
consisting of a 1948 plan (that part of the system benefiting employees participating under 
the provisions of sections 25-60 through 25-100) and a 1978 plan (that part of the system 
benefiting employees participating under the provisions of sections 25-160 through 25-
201) as amended in 2012; and a 2016 plan (that part of the system benefiting employees 
participating under the provisions of sections 25-210 through 25-274), currently 
established under City Ordinance Chapter 25, Articles I through VII, Divisions 1, 2 and 3 
(collectively, "the Pension System"); and  

WHEREAS, as part of its 1978 plan (that part of the pension system benefiting 
employees participating under the provisions of sections 25-160 through 25-201) the City 
has established a Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP), the terms and provisions of 
which are set forth in section 25-200; and . 

WHEREAS the City of Memphis desires to allow certain individuals currently 
participating in the DROP program to extend their election and continue participation in 
the DROP during such extension as provided in this ordinance.  

NOW, THEREFORE,  

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, that the 
Pension System shall be amended as follows: 

Section 1.   Pension Ordinance Amendments 

Ordinance Amendment. Sec, 25-200 is hereby amended by adding the following 
new subparagraph (K) thereto, which shall provide as follows:  

(K) DROP Extension.  Notwithstanding the election made in section (C) of this 
section, at the request of the City for such employee to continue employment for 
the benefit of the City, an employee who holds the position and title of Library 
Director (“eligible employee”) may elect to extend his/her DROP end date and 
continue participation in DROP for up to forty-eight (48) calendar months beyond 
the original elected DROP end date in subsection (C) of this section. To effectuate 
such election, the eligible employee shall submit, prior to the end of his/her current 
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DROP end date on forms required by the City of Memphis Human Resources 
Office a written election to extend the DROP end date and continue participation 
in the DROP program. Upon acceptance of such election by the City of Memphis 
Human Resources Director, the provisions of subsections (D), (E), and (F) of this 
section will continue to apply.  

Section 2. Severability.  

The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any of the sections, 
amendments, provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or parts hereof are held unconstitutional or 
void, the remainder of this Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 

 

Section 3.  Effective Date. 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall take effect from and after the date it shall have been 
passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the Council, certified and delivered to the 
Office of Mayor in writing by the comptroller and become effective as otherwise provided by 
law.  

SPONSOR: 

City Administration 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: 

____________________________ 
Mayor, City of Memphis 
 



























































































Ordinance to establish the City Council meeting dates for 2022. 

 WHEREAS, Referendum Ordinance 4274, approved by the citizens of Memphis on 

November 8, 1994, amended the Council’s meeting dates to the first and third Tuesdays of each 

month; and  

 WHEREAS, the Council wishes to approve the 2022 meeting dates.   

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council will conduct its regular 

meetings on the first and third Tuesdays of each month: 

January 4   January 18 

February 1   February 15 

March 1   March 15 

April 5    April 19 

May 3    May 17 

June 7    June 21 

July 5    July 19 

August 2   August 16 

September 6   September 20 

October 4   October 18 

November 1   November 15 

December 6   December 20 

 

Sponsor: 

Frank Colvett, Chairman           
   























RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, MLGW AND IBEW LOCAL 1288 reached an Impasse in 
their 2021 negotiations and invoked the Impasse Procedure under 
Ordinance No. 4245; 

WHEREAS, an Impasse Committee was formed, heard presentations 
from the parties and approved the last best offer of IBEW LOCAL 1288; 

WHEREAS, at the regular City Council meeting next following the 
decision of the Impasse Committee, the Council considered a motion by 
a member to veto the Impasse Committee’s recommendation without 
reaching a decision, but resolved to recess the meeting until December 
14, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, before the Council could convene the recessed meeting and 
continue its deliberations on the motion to veto, the parties reached an 
agreement on all items at impasse originally submitted to the City 
Council as permitted under Ordinance No. 4245. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMPHIS CITY 
COUNCIL that in accordance with section 2(g) of Ordinance No. 4245 
the motion to veto the Impasse Committee’s recommendation is hereby 
finally and completely withdrawn with prejudice to any motion to 
reintroduce it and the recommendation of the Impasse Committee is 
hereby vacated, since the parties have mutually agreed upon all items 
that were at impasse before final action by the City Council. 

 

      FRANK COLVETT, JR. 
      CHAIRMAN 
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