










































































































ADOPTING ORDINANCE 

ORDINANCE NO. 5769 

An Ordinance Adopting and Enacting a New Code of Ordi -

nances of the City of Memphis, Tennessee; Providing for 

the Repeal of Certain Ordinances Not Included Therein; 

Providing for the Marmer of Amending such Code; and 

Providing When such Code and this Ordinance Shall Become 

Effective 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Memphis, as the City's 

legislative body, has the full power and authority under 
the Charter of the City to codify, revise and collect in 

the form of a code of ordinances of a general nature, 

and in doing so has the full power, to amend, alter, 

repeal or modify any ordinance of a general nature 

other than contract ordinances to conform such 

ordinances to the legislative intent of the Council 

before inclusion in said code; 

WHEREAS, the last official code of ordinances 

adopted by the City Council on September 1, 

pursuant to Ordinance No. 3490 (the "1985 Code"); 

was 

1985 

WHEREAS, the City has contracted with different 

publishing companies to republish and supplement the 

1985 Code, but such republications and supplements have 

not been reviewed and adopted by the Council as an 

official code from time to time as suggested by the 

City's Charter; 

WHEREAS, the absence of an official code of ordinances 

and the use of unofficial republications of the former 

code with amendments has created confusing and lack of 

certainty as to the form, content and existence of new 

and amending ordinances adopted since September 1, 

1985; 

WHEREAS, due to clerical errors and omissions there 

have been many instances in which new and amending 

ordinances adopted since September 1, 198 5 have been 

omitted or misstated in the unofficial republications 



of the City' s Ordinances; 

WHEREAS, the use of numbering systems in the unofficial 

republications of the former code that are different 

from that used in the 1985 Code has made placement of 

new and amending ordinances more difficult and more 

susceptible to the opinion of the publisher of the 

republications rather than the intent of the Council. 

WHEREAS, the council has delegated to the City Attorney 

and the Council' s Attorney the responsibility of making 

a thorough review of new and amending ordinances 

adopted by the Council since September 1, 1985 for the 

purpose of producing for adoption by the City Council a 

new Official Code of Ordinances that accurately 

reflects the state of law of the City as of the date(s) 

of adoption by the City Council. 

WHEREAS, due to the volume of ordinances to be 

considered and codified and the need to provide clear 
guidance to the City and its citizens, the City 

Attorney and the Council' s Attorney have presented this 

adopting ordinance consisting of the codification of 4 

of the 49 Chapters of the 1985 Code and will 

periodically provide for adoption by the Council 

supplementary codification ordinances to supplement the 

codification herein approved. 

Be It Ordained by the Council of the City of Memphis That 

Section 1. A Code of Ordinances, consisting of 

Chapters 1 through 49, each inclusive, and the errata 

thereto, is hereby adopted and enacted as the "2021 Code 

of Ordinances, City of Memphis, Tennessee" (the "2021 

Code") . 

Section 2. The Chapters of the 2021 Code will be 

approved in a series of Codification Adoption Ordinances. 

As and when chapters of the 2021 Code are approved by 
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ordinance, such approved chapters shall supersede and 

replace all then existing general and permanent ordinances 

of the City to the extent included in such codified 

chapters or to the extent such ordinances are inconsistent 

with the provisions of the chapters so codified. 

Section 3. The Council does hereby further ordain that 

the following chapters of the 2021 Code as presented to 

and considered by the Council are hereby adopted and 

codified, namely: 

Chapter 1---General Provisions 

Chapter 2-Administration 

Chapter 3-Personnel 

Chapter 4-Pension and Retirement System 

Section 4. All provisions of the Chapters of the 2021 

Code adopted and codified by this ordinance shall be in 

full force and effect from and after this ordinance 

becomes effective, and all conflicting codes, provisions, 

chapters, sections, paragraphs and sentences of ordinances 

of a general and permanent nature in existence or enacted 

on final passage on or before the effective date of this 

ordinance, and not included in the 2021 Code or recognized 

and continued 

repealed from 

Ordinance. 

in force by reference therein are hereby 

and after the effective date of this 

Section 5. Any and all additions and amendments to the 
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2021 Code, when passed by ordinance in a form to 

specifically indicate the intention of the Council to make 

such additions and amendments a part of the 2021 Code, 

shall be deemed to be incorporated in the 2021 Code, so 

that reference to the 2021 Code shall be understood and 

intended to include such additions and amendments. 

be 

Section 6. Three 

kept on file in 

(3) copies of the 2021 Code shall 

the office of the comptroller 

preserved in loose-leaf form, or in such other form as 

the comptroller may consider most expedient. The 

comptroller is also authorized to contract for the 

republication of the 2021 Code and supplements as 

approved by the Council in electronic format through a 

nationally recognized legal code publication company. 

It shall be the express duty of the comptroller or 

someone authorized by him to insert in such copies and 

in their designated places all amendments or ordinances 

which the council has specifically approved, from time 

to time, to be to made a part of the 2021 Code when the 

same have been printed or reprinted in page form, and to 

extract from such copies all provisions which may be 

from time to time repealed by the council. Such copies 

shall be available for all persons desiring to examine 

the same. 

Section 7. The provisions the 2021 Code as approved 

by the Council or any copy thereof which purports to be 

published and maintained, in written or electronic 
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form, by authority of the City of Memphis shall be 

conclusively held to be evidence of the law of the City 

of Memphis from and after the times of their passage, 

with respect to any subject or provisions contained 

therein, and no person shall be permitted to impeach 

any such code provision on the ground that it was not 

duly and regularly passed in accordance with the laws 

existing at the time of its passage. Any prior 

uncodified republications of ordinances of the City 

with respect to any subject or provisions contained in 

the 2021 Code shall not be read and accepted in 

evidence from and after the adoption of any chapter of 

the 2021 Code. 

Section 8. The provisions the 2021 Code as approved 

by the Council, or any copy thereof which purports to 

be published by authority of the City of Memphis, may 

be read and accepted in evidence in any court in this 

State without further proof of its passage. 

Section 9. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

conflict herewith are, to the extent of such conflict, 

hereby repealed. 

Section 10. Severability. The provisions of this 

Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any 

of the sections, amendments, provisions, sentences, 

clauses, phrases, or parts hereof are held 

unconstitutional or void, the remainder of this 

Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 
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Section 11. Effective Date. The provisions of this 

Ordinance shall take effect from and after the date it 

shall have been passed by the Council, signed by the 

Chairman of the Council, certified and delivered to the 

Office of Mayor in writing by the comptroller and 

become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

SPONSOR: 

Council Chairman 

PATRICE ROBINSON 

CHAIRPERSON 
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RESOLUTION TO ALLOCATE $1,000,000 FROM THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT TO 
FUND SHOTRX MEMPHIS’ VACCINATION INITIATIVES WITHIN THE CITY OF MEMPHIS 

 
WHEREAS, the United States Department of Treasury, through the American Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA), has provided $350B to assist states, counties, cities, and tribal governments to cover increased 
expenditures, replenish lost revenue, and mitigate economic harm from the COVID-19 pandemic; and 
 

WHEREAS, ARPA funds may be designed to respond to, mitigate, or prevent the public health 
emergency and its negative impact across the City of Memphis; and 

 
WHEREAS, to this point, ARPA funding may be utilized to address physical health issues resulting 

from, or exacerbated by, the public health emergency, such as improving vaccination rates within Memphis’ 
economically disadvantaged neighborhoods; and 

 
WHEREAS, since the start of the COVID-19 vaccination rollout, the City of Memphis has seen lower 

than desired vaccination rates within many of the City’s underserved communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, in light of these numbers, the path to increased vaccination rates requires alternative 

solutions, and service providers, to assist in providing said solutions; and  
 
WHEREAS, ShotRx Memphis has a demonstrated record of success in reaching diverse populations, 

ultimately for the purpose of improving health outcomes, with a focus on mitigating rates of COVID-19 
contraction and transmission; and  

 
WHEREAS, Bluff City Community Development Corporation is a local organization with strong ties 

to Memphis neighborhoods and their diverse residents – to date, the organization exists as an innovator in the 
development and management of over $56M in local affordable housing, in addition to its work contributing to, 
and managing, long-term care facilities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Memphis has been notified of ARPA funding in the amount of $161,061,490, 

payable in two tranches; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Memphis is in receipt of the first tranche in the amount of $80,530,745, with 

the second tranche to be received during Spring 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Administration has presented, and the Council has approved, an Allocation Plan 

for the expenditure of the City of Memphis’ $161,061,490 in ARPA funding, with $20,000,000 going toward 
Council Initiatives, generally; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Council now wishes to utilize a portion of those funds to address low vaccination rates 

within Memphis’ chronically underserved and under-vaccinated neighborhoods. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Memphis City Council hereby allocates 
$1,000,000 – previously approved for Council Initiatives – to fund ShotRx Memphis’ vaccination initiatives in 
partnership with Bluff City Community Development Corporation. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall supersede and replace the Resolution on the 

same subject adopted by the Council on September 14, 2021. 
 

Sponsor: 
Councilwoman Jamita Swearengen 



RESOLUTION TO ALLOCATE $3,000,000 FROM THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT TO 
FUND GROCERY STORE INITIATIVES WITHIN NORTH MEMPHIS 

 
WHEREAS, the United States Department of Treasury, through the American Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA), has provided $350B to assist states, counties, cities, and tribal governments cover increased 
expenditures, replenish lost revenue, and mitigate economic harm from the COVID-19 pandemic; and 
 

WHEREAS, ARPA funds may be designed to respond to, mitigate, or prevent the public health 
emergency and its negative impact across the City of Memphis; and 

 
WHEREAS, to this point, ARPA funding may be utilized to address economic harms resulting 

from, or exacerbated by, the public health emergency, and by building stronger communities through 
investments in neighborhoods; and 

 
WHEREAS, since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the City of Memphis has seen the closure 

of anchor businesses, notably the shuttering of grocery stores within District 7, creating food deserts across 
North Memphis; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proliferation of food deserts contribute to neighborhood decline, substandard food 

options, and negative health outcomes, all of which are amplified by the COVID-19 pandemic; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Memphis has been notified of ARPA funding in the amount of 

$161,061,490, payable in two tranches; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Memphis is in receipt of the first tranche in the amount of $80,530,745, 

with the second tranche to be received during Spring 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Administration has presented, and the Council has approved, an Allocation 

Plan for the expenditure of the City of Memphis’ $161,061,490 in ARPA funding, with $20,000,000 going 
toward Council Initiatives, generally; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Council now wishes to utilize a portion of those funds to address the lack of fresh 

food options within Memphis’ chronically underserved neighborhoods. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED, that the Memphis City Council hereby allocates 
$3,000,000 – previously approved for Council Initiatives – to capitalize a fund to incentivize the 
establishment of grocery store(s) within North Memphis. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Memphis administer ARPA funds for this 

purpose through December 31, 2024 in a manner reasonable and necessary to improve grocery store options 
within the North Memphis by such date. 
 

Sponsor: 
Councilwoman Michalyn Easter-Thomas 

Councilman Chase Carlisle 
Councilwoman Cheyenne Johnson 

 
Chairman: 

Frank Colvett, Jr. 
 



Resolution to Allocate $3,000,000 from the American Rescue Plan Act to Build a Satellite HUB for the 
Homeless 

 
WHEREAS, the United States Department of Treasury through the American rescue Plan Act (ARPA) has 
provided $350 billion to assist states, counties, cities, and tribal governments cover increased 
expenditures, replenish lost revenue and mitigate economic harm from the COVID-19 pandemic; and 
 
WHEREAS, ARPA funds may be designed to respond to, mitigate, or prevent the public health 
emergency, such as: (1) capital investment in public facilities; (2) evidence-based community violence 
intervention programs to prevent violence and mitigate the increase in violence during the pandemic; 
(3) housing services to support healthy living environment and neighborhoods conducive to mental and 
physical wellness; and 
 
WHEREAS, funding from ARPA may be used to address an economic harm resulting form or exacerbated 
by the public health emergency, such as: (1) building stronger communities through investments in 
housing and neighborhoods; (2) home repairs and weatherization; (3) rent, mortgage, and utility 
assistance and (4) counseling and legal aid to prevent eviction or homelessness; and 
 
WHEREAS, since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, the City of Memphis has seen an uptick in the 
number of Memphis residents experiencing homelessness; and 
 
WHEREAS, although there are numerous services aimed at servicing Memphis residents experiencing 
homelessness within the City of Memphis, these services are mostly centered within the City core in the 
downtown area; and 
 
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has amplified the need for homeless services provided outside of 
the City core; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Memphis’ ARPA Allocation Plan allocates $21.1M for Housing and Community 
Development initiatives with $0 going towards housing for homeless individuals; and 
 
WHEREAS, initiatives to address homelessness such as supportive housing are services eligible for ARPA 
funding. 
 
WHEREAS, to further address homelessness within this City, this Council will work with the Community 
Alliance for the Homeless to develop a comprehensive plan to address homelessness; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Memphis allocate $3,000,000 for the construction 
of a satellite Hospitality Hub within City Council District 1. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Memphis administer the ARPA funds for these purposes 
through December 31, 2024 in a manner reasonable and necessary to ensure completion of the satellite 
hospitality hub for the homeless by such date. 
 
Sponsor: Councilwoman Rhonda Logan 
    Councilman Ford Canale 
    Councilwoman Michalyn Easter-Thomas 
    Councilwoman Cheyenne Johnson 
    Councilwoman Patrice Robinson 
    Councilman Jeff Warren 
        

Chairman: Frank Colvett, Jr. 



Resolution to Allocate $6,000,000 from the American Rescue Plan Act to Respond to the Negative 
Economic Impacts Due to COVID-19 

 
WHEREAS, the United States Department of Treasury through the American rescue Plan Act (ARPA) has 
provided $350 billion to assist states, counties, cities, and tribal governments cover increased 
expenditures, replenish lost revenue and mitigate economic harm from the COVID-19 pandemic; and 
 
WHEREAS, ARPA funds may be designed to respond to, mitigate, or prevent the public health 
emergency, such as: (1) capital investment in public facilities; (2) evidence-based community violence 
intervention programs to prevent violence and mitigate the increase in violence during the pandemic; 
(3) housing services to support healthy living environment and neighborhoods conducive to mental and 
physical wellness; and 
 
WHEREAS, funding from ARPA may be used to address an economic harm resulting from or exacerbated 
by the public health emergency, such as: (1) building stronger communities through investments in 
housing and neighborhoods; (2) home repairs and weatherization; (3) rent, mortgage, and utility 
assistance and (4) counseling and legal aid to prevent eviction or homelessness; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Memphis received $161M with 50% received in June 2021 and the other half to 
be received within the next year; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the City of Memphis’ intent to use the ARPA funds to mitigate the negative economic 
harm caused by the COVID-19 pandemic in a manner that benefits the City of Memphis and the citizens 
of Memphis; and 
 
WHEREAS, ARPA provides that funds may be used to respond to the public health emergency or its 
negative economic impacts, including assistance to households, small businesses, and nonprofits; and 
 
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the already harmful living conditions that some of 
the citizens of Memphis were facing; and 
 
WHEREAS, before the pandemic, the Mid-South Food Bank provided meals for 13.7 percent of the 
Memphis population who experienced food insecurity; and 
 
WHEREAS, within the past year, the Mid-South Food Bank has distributed 12.5 million meals within the 
City of Memphis; and 
 
WHEREAS, the pandemic has required Memphis residents to remain inside of their homes more, causing 
them to notice their weatherization and home improvement needs; and 
 
WHEREAS, those residents who receive weatherization and home improvement assistance see an 
average annual savings of $180 on utilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, with a “whole home” approach, Memphis citizens may see a greater average annual savings 
on their utilities; and 
 
 
 



WHEREAS, Baptist Memorial Health Care led has led the way in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, it was a member of the Baptist Memorial Health Care team that personally escorted the first 
positive COVID-19 test case sample from Memphis to the laboratory in Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Memphis allocate $6,000,000 as described below: 
 

REQUEST 
DESCRIPTION 

SPEND YEAR 1 YEAR 2 

SHARE THE PENNIES $1,000,000 $500,000 $500,000 
HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY 

$1,000,000 $500,000 $500,000 

MID-SOUTH FOOD 
BANK 

$1,000,000 $500,000 $500,000 

BAPTIST MEMORIAL 
HEALTH CARE 

$3,000,000 $2,000,000 $1,000,000 

 
 
Sponsor: Councilwoman Patrice Robinson 
        

Chairman: Frank Colvett, Jr. 
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