




































































A RESOLUTION TO SET A MINIMUM HOURLY PAY RATE FOR EDGE PILOT 
PROJECTS 

WHEREAS, according to 2019 data from the US Census Bureau, there are 
approximately 55,538 families in Memphis that have at least one child under 18 in the 
household; and 

WHEREAS, according to the 2020 Memphis Poverty Fact Sheet, produced by Dr. Elena 
Delavega at The University of Memphis and Dr. Gregory M. Blumenthal, the 2019 poverty rate 
was 21.7% in Memphis and 16.8% in Shelby County; and 

WHEREAS, in the same report, Memphis is ranked #2 in the country for both overall 
poverty and child poverty among cities with populations greater than 500,000 and ranked #1 
among Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA) with populations greater than 1,000,000; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Living Wage Calculator developed by MIT, in Shelby 
County, the living wage for 1 working adult without children is $13.26 and jumps to $26.52 with 
1 child, for 2 adults with 1 adult working with 2 children, the living wage is $29.00, and for 2 
adults, both working, with 3 children, the living wage is $20.94; and 

WHEREAS, the lasting effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on families throughout 
Memphis and Shelby County are unknown but during the pandemic, the impacts on jobs, health, 
and accessibility of resources have been devastating; and 

WHEREAS, the Economic Development Growth Engine (EDGE) is the official 
economic development agency for Memphis and Shelby County and its mission is “to provide 
and coordinate public resources to drive economic development in Memphis and Shelby County” 
and its vision is “for all people in Memphis and Shelby County to have opportunities for 
economic prosperity;” and 

WHEREAS, one of the incentives available to businesses and corporations from EDGE 
is a PILOT (payment in lieu of taxes), which is a “temporary, partial abatement of future real 
and/or personal property taxes that an applicant would otherwise have paid” and in return 
businesses must “commit and contract with local minority/women owned firms and small 
businesses to create and retain jobs with specified payroll and benefits, make the agreed upon 
investment, and contract with local minority/women/small firms;” and 

WHEREAS, when contemplating offering incentives for businesses who are considering 
coming to Memphis, it is important that the business is willing to provide a pay rate for its 
employees that is fair and will help individuals and families to adequately meet their needs to 
thrive, and not merely survive. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council does hereby 
request that a minimum pay rate of $21 per hour for employees be set for any businesses or 
corporations that seek PILOT incentives from EDGE as a condition of moving to Memphis. 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council does hereby request 
that in future business dealings, EDGE brings their own recommendations before the Memphis 
City Council of a graduated scale of incentives for businesses who have requested them. 

Sponsor: 
Martavius Jones 
 

 

 



Resolution requesting an exemption for a smoke shop at 1379 Lamar Avenue 
 

WHEREAS, on 16 February 2021, the Council of the City of Memphis approved 
a resolution for a 273-day moratorium on the issuance of permits for tobacco shops, 
head shops, smoke shops and vape shops; and  

 
WHEREAS, the approved resolution also requested the Division of Planning and 

Development to study the health, safety, welfare and secondary effects on schools, 
school-age children and adjacent residential neighborhoods and it is understood that 
the study request is underway within the DPD to fulfill the request of the Memphis City 
Council; and 
  

WHEREAS, the owner, Mr. Ali Alajji, seeks an exemption for location address 
1379 Lamar Avenue based on several factors including: his current shop is in a building 
purchased in January 2020 for the purpose of opening a new smoke shop along a U.S. 
Highway; the location was eligible for a smoke shop when purchased; the shop is in a 
long-established neighborhood commercial shopping strip center (zoned CMU-1) near 
the intersection of Lamar Avenue and Central Avenue with other commercial 
establishments in the vicinity selling smoke products, Mr. Ali Alajji started his business 
permitting process in July 2020 by application and receipt of a Memphis and Shelby 
County Business Tax License for the subject location; Mr. Ali Alajji applied for a 
Certificate of Occupancy on 19 July 2021 with codes officials directing to seek an 
exemption to the "Smoke Shop" Moratorium from the Memphis City Council to complete 
the permitting process to open Smoke and Vape # 1 as a smoke shop; Mr. Ali Alajji has 
expended over $90,000.00 on property improvements, build-out, showcases, fixtures, 
fees and inventory at the location.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that Mr. Ali Alajji respectfully requests 
that the Council of the City of Memphis consider an exemption to the "Smoke Shop" 
Moratorium on permits and find the that the request has merit based on the 
information presented and contained herein, and, therefore, grant an exemption for 
Mr. Ali Alajji to the "Smoke Shop" Moratorium, being Vape #1 located at 1379 Lamar 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38114 effective upon approval by resolution pursuant 
to the authority of the Memphis City Council. 
  
Submitted to the Planning & Zoning Committee  
 

Chairman 
Frank Colvett 

 



Resolution requesting an exemption for a smoke shop at 7041 Stage Road 
 
WHEREAS, on 16 February 2021, the Council of the City of Memphis approved 

a resolution for a 273-day moratorium on the issuance of permits for tobacco shops, 
head shops, smoke shops and vape shops; and  

 
WHEREAS, the approved resolution also requested the Division of Planning and 

Development to study the health, safety, welfare and secondary effects on schools, 
school-age children and adjacent residential neighborhoods and it is understood that 
the study request is underway within the DPD to fulfill the request of the Memphis City 
Council; and 
  

WHEREAS, the owner, Mr. Moaeen Zandani, seeks an exemption for the 
location address of 7041 Stage Road, Unit 102, based on several factors including: with 
the intention of opening his shop, he negotiated and signed the lease for the premises 
on 1 June 2021 to have a new smoke shop along U.S. Highway 64; the location was 
eligible for a smoke shop when the lease was signed subject to the "Smoke Shop" 
Moratorium; the shop is in an established neighborhood commercial shopping strip 
center (zoned CMU-2} with the Shelby Center in the city limits of Bartlett across the 
highway; Mr. Moaeen Zandani applied for a Certificate of Occupancy on or about 7 July 
2021 with codes officials directing him to seek an exemption to the "Smoke Shop" 
Moratorium from the Memphis City Council to complete the permitting process to open 
No Limit as a smoke shop; Mr. Moaeen Zandani has expended over $80,000.00 on 
lease payments, build-out, showcases, fixtures, fees and inventory at the location.  
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that Mr. Moaeen Zandani 
respectfully requests that the Council of the City of Memphis consider an exemption 
to the "Smoke Shop" Moratorium on permits and find the that the request has merit 
based on the information presented and contained herein, and, therefore, grant an 
exemption for Mr. Moaeen Zandani to the "Smoke Shop" Moratorium, being No Limit 
located at 7041 Stage Road, Unit 102, Memphis, Tennessee 38133 effective upon 
approval by resolution pursuant to the authority of the Memphis City Council. 

  
Submitted to the Planning & Zoning Committee  
 

Chairman 
Frank Colvett 
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