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ITEM DESCRIPTION: An ordinance approving a new historic overlay district 
 

CASE NUMBER: CTHD 
 

DEVELOPMENT: Crosstown Historic Overlay District 
 

LOCATION: Area roughly bound by Autumn Avenue to the North, North Claybrook Street to the East, Poplar Avenue to the South, and 
Interstate 240 to the West 

 

COUNCIL DISTRICTS: District 7 and Super District 8 – Positions 1, 2, and 3 
 

OWNER/APPLICANT: Jennifer Amido and Crosstown Memphis Community Development Corporation 
 

REPRESENTATIVES: Jennifer Amido and Anna Joy Tamayo 
 

EXISTING ZONING: Residential Single-Family – 15 (R-15), Residential Urban – 3 (RU-3), Commercial Mixed Use – 1 (CMU-1), and 
Commercial Mixed Use – 3 (CMU-3) 

 

REQUEST: Historic (H) Overlay District 
 

AREA: +/-81.30 acres 
 

RECOMMENDATION:         The Division of Planning and Development recommended Approval 
The Memphis Landmarks Commission recommended Approval 
The Land Use Control Board recommended Approval 

 

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: Public Hearing Required 
Set a date for first reading – April 20, 2021 
Adopt on third Reading – May 18, 2021 
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CTHD – Crosstown Historic Overlay District 
 
 

Zoning Ordinance approving establishment of a historic overlay district for the subject 
area roughly bound by Autumn Avenue to the North, North Claybrook Street to the East, 
Poplar Avenue to the South, and Interstate 240 to the West: 
 

• This item is an ordinance for establishment of a Historic (H) Overlay District at the 
aforementioned location; and  
 

• The Division of Planning & Development at the request of the Applicant(s): 
Jennifer Amido and Crosstown Memphis Community Development Corporation; 
and Representative(s): Jennifer Amido and Anna Joy Tamayo; and 

 
• Approval of this establishment of historic overlay district will be reflected on the 

Memphis and Shelby Counting Zoning Atlas; and 
 
• No contracts are affected by this item; and 

 
• No expenditure of funds/budget amendments are required by this item. 

 



 
ORDINANCE NO: ____________ 

 
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 5367 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
CITY OF MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ADOPTED ON AUGUST 10, 2010, AS AMENDED, KNOWN 
AS THE MEMPHIS AND SHELBY COUNTY UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE, SO AS TO 
MAKE CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE USE DISTRICTS PROVIDED IN SAID ORDINANCE 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, a proposed amendment to the Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development 
Code, being Ordinance No. 5367 of the Code of Ordinances, City of Memphis, Tennessee, as amended, has 
been submitted to the Memphis and Shelby County Land Use Control Board for its recommendation, 
designated as Case Number: CTHD; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Memphis Landmarks Commission and the Memphis and Shelby County Land Use 
Control Board has filed their recommendations and the Division of Planning and Development has filed its 
report and recommendation with the Council of the City of Memphis; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Memphis has reviewed the aforementioned amendment 

pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated Section 13-4-202(B)(2)(B)(iii) and has determined that said 
amendment is consistent with the Memphis 3.0 General Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the provisions of the Code of Ordinances, City of Memphis, Tennessee, as amended, 
relating to the proposed amendment, have been complied with. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MEMPHIS: 
 
SECTION 1: 
 

THAT, the Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development Code, Ordinance No. 5367 of the 
Code of Ordinances, City of Memphis, as amended, be and the same hereby is amended with respect to Use 
Districts, as follows: 
 
BY TAKING THE FOLLOWING PROPERTIES OUT OF THE RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-
FAMILY – 15 (R-15), RESIDENTIAL URBAN – 3 (RU-3), COMMERCIAL MIXED USE – 1 (CMU-
1), AND COMMERCIAL MIXED USE – 3 (CMU-3) DISTRICTS AND INCLUDING THEM IN 
THE RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY HISTORIC – 15 (R-15[H]), RESIDENTIAL URBAN 
HISTORIC – 3 (RU-3[H]), COMMERCIAL MIXED USE HISTORIC – 1 (CMU-1[H]), AND 
COMMERCIAL MIXED USE HISTORIC – 3 (CMU-3[H]) DISTRICTS. 
 
The following properties located in the City of Memphis, Tennessee being more particularly described as 
follows: 
 
BOUNDARY  
 
PROPERTIES GENERALLY BOUND BY AUTUMN AVENUE TO THE NORTH, NORTH 
CLAYBROOK STREET TO THE EAST, POPLAR AVENUE TO THE SOUTH, AND INTERSTATE 
240 TO THE WEST AND AS ILLUSTRATED ON THE BOUNDARY MAP ATTACHMENT. 



 
SECTION 2: 
 

THAT, the Administrator of the Office of Planning and Development be, and is hereby directed to 
make the necessary changes in the Official Use District Maps to conform to the changes herein made; that 
all official maps and records of the Memphis and Shelby County Land Use Control Board and the City of 
Memphis be, and they hereby are, amended and changed so as to show the aforementioned amendment of 
the said Zoning Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 3: 
 

THAT, this ordinance take effect from and after the date it shall have been passed by the Council, 
signed by the Chairman of the Council, certified and delivered to the Office of the Mayor in writing by the 
comptroller, and become effective as otherwise provided by law. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CC: Division of Planning and Development 
 – Land Use and Development Services 
 – Office of Construction Code Enforcement 

Shelby County Assessor 
 
 
//: ATTACHMENTS 
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LAND USE CONTROL BOARD RECOMMENDATION 
 
At its regular meeting on Thursday, April 8, 2021, the Memphis and Shelby County Land Use Control Board 
held a public hearing on the following application: 
 
CASE NUMBER: CTHD 
 
LOCATION: Area roughly bound by Autumn Avenue to the North, North 

Claybrook Street to the East, Poplar Avenue to the South, and 
Interstate 240 to the West 

 
COUNCIL DISTRICT(S): District 7, Super District 8 – Positions 1, 2, and 3 
 
OWNER/APPLICANT: Jennifer Amido and Crosstown Memphis Community Development 

Corporation 
 
REPRESENTATIVE: Jennifer Amido and Anna Joy Tamayo 
 
REQUEST: Historic (H) Overlay District 
 
EXISTING ZONING: Residential Single-Family – 15 (R-15), Residential Urban – 3 (RU-3), 

Commercial Mixed Use – 1 (CMU-1), and Commercial Mixed Use – 3 
(CMU-3) 

 
AREA: +/-81.30 acres 
 
The following spoke in support of the application: None 
 
The following spoke in opposition of the application: None 
 
The Land Use Control Board reviewed the application and the staff report. A motion was made and 
seconded to recommend approval of the application. 
 
The motion passed by a unanimous vote of 10-0 on the consent agenda. 
 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Ayse Tezel 
Municipal Planner 
Land Use and Development Services 
Division of Planning and Development 
 
Cc: Committee Members 
 File 
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Staff Writer: Ayse Tezel E-mail: ayse.tezel@memphistn.gov  

 AGENDA ITEM: 7 
CASE NUMBER: CTHD Crosstown Historic District L.U.C.B. MEETING: April 8, 2021 
LOCATION: Proposed boundaries are roughly Autumn Avenue to the North, North Claybrook Street 

to the East, Poplar Avenue to the South, and Interstate 240 to the West 

COUNCIL DISTRICT: District 7 and Super District 8 – Positions 1, 2, and 3 

OWNER/APPLICANT: Jennifer Amido & Crosstown Memphis Community Development Corporation 
REPRESENTATIVE: Jennifer Amido & Anna Joy Tamayo, President of the Crosstown Memphis CDC 
REQUEST: Designation of a new Historic (H) Overlay District 
AREA: +/-81.3 acres 
EXISTING ZONING: Residential Single-Family – 15 (R-15), Residential Urban – 3 (RU-3), Commercial Mixed 

Use – 1 (CMU-1), and Commercial Mixed Use – 3 (CMU-3) 

CONCLUSIONS 
1. The request is to create a historic overlay district of the Crosstown neighborhood, an area of +/-81.3 acres comprised 

of one hundred and eighty-eight (188) parcels. The applicants are proposing the creation of the historic overlay 
district with the design guidelines that were approved by the Memphis Landmarks Commission on November 19, 
2020 to apply within the proposed Crosstown Historic District which will include multiple single-family and multi-
family residential, commercial, and institutional properties. 

2. The design guidelines approved by the Memphis Landmarks Commission on November 19, 2020 will be used by the 
Memphis Landmarks Commission and the Division of Planning and Development staff to review projects such as new 
construction, demolitions, relocations, exterior alterations, and site improvements within the proposed historic 
district boundaries. 

3. This application was held in abeyance for one month at the March 11, 2021 Land Use Control Board meeting per the 
applicant’s request. The applicant, the Division of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and the Crosstown 
Mound Development Group conducted a series of meetings that focused on the Mound property, the area east of 
Belvedere Boulevard and south of Overton Park Avenue, originally intended to support expressway ramps, and the 
planned development that is being proposed for this area. HCD Director Young provided a letter explaining the 
discussions and the solution that is formed as result of these meetings (see pages 2 and 3 of the staff report), a legal 
review of this solution was subsequently obtained, stating that the proposed solution is inconsistent with the state 
law (see pages 4, 5, and 6 of the staff report). Consequently, HCD Director Young provided a second letter, requesting 
the exclusion of the Mound property (see pages 7 and 8 of the staff report). The applicant also submitted a response 
letter to Director Young’s renewed request letter (see page 9 of the staff report). Director Young then provided a 
response to the applicant’s comments (see page 10 of the staff report). 

RECOMMENDATION 
Approval 

 

CONSISTENCY WITH MEMPHIS 3.0 
Not Applicable - The Memphis 3.0 Plan does not make recommendations related to the creation of historic overlay 
districts. 
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Director Young’s Initial Request 
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Legal Opinion Regarding Director Young’s Initial Request
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Director Young’s Renewed Request
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Applicant’s Response to Director Young’s Renewed Request 
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Director Young’s Response to the Applicant 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Zoning Atlas Page:  1930 and 2030 
 
Parcel ID:   See the attached list of parcels within the district on pages 61 to 68. 
 
Existing Zoning: Residential Single-Family – 15 (R-15), Residential Urban – 3 (RU-3), Commercial 

Mixed Use – 1 (CMU-1), and Commercial Mixed Use – 3 (CMU-3) 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
In accordance with Sub-Section 9.3.4A of the Unified Development Code, a notice of public hearing is required 
to be mailed and signs posted. A total of 260 notices were mailed on November 25, 2020, and a total of 4 signs 
posted at the subject property. The sign affidavit has been added to this report. 
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LOCATION MAP 
 

 
Subject area located within the pink circle 
  

SUBJECT AREA 
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VICINITY MAP 

 
Subject area outlined in yellow 
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BOUNDRY MAP 
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AERIAL 
 

 
Subject area outlined in yellow, imagery from 2020  
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ZONING MAP 
 

  
Subject area outlined in yellow 

Existing Zoning: Residential Single-Family – 15 (R-15), Residential Urban – 3 (RU-3), 
Commercial Mixed Use – 1 (CMU-1), and Commercial Mixed Use – 3 (CMU-3) 

Surrounding Zoning 

North: Employment (EMP) 

East: Commercial Mixed Use – 1 (CMU-1), Commercial Mixed Use – 2 (CMU-2), and Commercial 
Mixed Use – 3 (CMU-3) 

South: Residential Urban – 3 (RU-3) and Commercial Mixed Use – 3 (CMU-3) 

West: Residential Single-Family – 15 (R-15), Residential Urban – 3 (RU-3), Residential Urban – 4 
(RU-4), Commercial Mixed Use – 3 (CMU-3), and Employment (EMP)  
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LAND USE MAP 
 

 
Subject area outlined in yellow 
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MAP OF EXISTING HISTORIC OVERLAY DISTRICTS 

 
 
LIST OF EXISTING HISTORIC OVERLAY DISTRICTS AND NUMBER OF PARCELS 

• Annesdale Park – 165 
• Annesdale-Snowden – 204 
• Central Gardens – 1,761 
• Collins Chapel – 5 
• Cooper-Young – 1,601 
• Cotton Row – 108 
• Evergreen – 1,722 
• Gayoso-Peabody – 89 

 

• Glenview – 983 
• Lea’s Woods – 261 
• Maxwelton – 1 
• Rozelle-Annesdale – 768 
• South Main Street – 198 
• Speedway Terrace – 378 
• Victorian Village – 29 
• Withers Home – 1 
• Total Number of Parcels – 8,274 
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PARCELS REQUESTED TO BE EXCLUDED FROM THE PROPOSED DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

1 

6 

5 

3 
2 

4 



Staff Report April 8, 2021 
CTHD Page 20 
 

 
 

AREA PHOTOS 
Please see pages 29 through 59 of the staff report for photos that are included in the application and the design 
guidelines depicting various structures within the proposed district. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
Request 
The application has been added to this report. See pages 29 to 59 of this staff report for the application. 
 
Designation of a new Historic (H) Overlay District of an area of 81.3 acres which contains 188 parcels with 
Residential Single-Family – 15 (R-15), Residential Urban – 3 (RU-3), Commercial Mixed Use – 1 (CMU-1), and 
Commercial Mixed Use – 3 (CMU-3) zoning. 
 
Review Criteria 
Staff agrees the review criteria as set out in Sub-Section 9.5.7B and Sub-Section 8.6.2E of the Unified 
Development Code are met. 
 
9.5.7B Review Criteria 
In making recommendations, the Land Use Control Board shall consider the following matters: 
9.5.7B(1) Consistency with any plans to be considered (see Chapter 1.9); 
9.5.7B(2) Compatibility with the present zoning (including any residential corridor overlay district) and 

conforming uses of nearby property and with the character of the neighborhood; 
9.5.7B(3) Suitability of the subject property for uses permitted by the current versus the proposed district; 
9.5.7B(4) Whether the proposed change tends to improve the balance of uses, or meets a specific demand 

in the City or County; and 
9.5.7B(5) The availability of adequate police services, fire services, school, road, park, wastewater 

treatment, water supply and stormwater drainage facilities for the proposed zoning. 
 
8.6.2E Criteria for Designation 
Any use permitted in the underlying zoning district shall also be permitted in a Historic Overlay District. In 
addition to the zoning change criteria (see Chapter 9.5, Zoning Change), an application for a Historic Overlay 
District zoning change shall meet one or more of the following criteria, in that they are: 
8.6.2E(1)  Associated with events which have made a significant contribution to local, state or national 

history; or 
8.6.2E(2)  Associated with persons significant in our past; or 
8.6.2E(3)  Comprised of structures or groups of structures that embody the distinctive characteristics of a 

type, period, or method of construction; or that represent the work of a master or possess high 
artistic values; or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or 

8.6.2E(4)  Likely to yield archaeological information; or 
8.6.2E(5)  Listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
Site Description 
The subject area is +/-81.3 acres and comprised of one hundred and eighty-eight (188) parcels. The area includes 
multiple single-family and multi-family residential, commercial, and institutional properties and includes the 
Residential Single-Family – 15 (R-15), Residential Urban – 3 (RU-3), Commercial Mixed Use – 1 (CMU-1), and 
Commercial Mixed Use – 3 (CMU-3) zoning districts. 
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Conclusions 
The request is to create a historic overlay district of the Crosstown neighborhood, an area of +/-81.3 acres 
comprised of one hundred and eighty-eight (188) parcels. The applicants are proposing the creation of the 
historic overlay district with the design guidelines that are approved by the Memphis Landmarks Commission 
on November 19, 2020 to apply within the proposed Crosstown Historic District which will include multiple 
single-family and multi-family residential, commercial, and institutional properties. 

If approved, Crosstown will be an addition to the existing sixteen (16) local historic districts within the City of 
Memphis, seven (7) of which are located within the parkway system as this new district would be as well. This 
will bring the total number of properties in the city that are within the historic overlay districts from eight 
thousand two hundred and seventy-four (8,274) to eight thousand four hundred and ninety-two (8,492). 

The design guidelines approved by the Memphis Landmarks Commission on November 19, 2020 will be used by 
the Memphis Landmarks Commission and the Land Use and Development Services staff to review projects such 
as new construction, demolitions, relocations, exterior alterations, and site improvements within the 
established historic district boundaries and to issue Certificates of Appropriateness with the intent to preserve 
properties with historical, cultural, architectural, and geographic significance and to promote historic 
preservation within the City of Memphis. See pages 37 to 59 of this staff report for the Crosstown Design 
Guidelines. 

A total of six (6) parcels are requested to be excluded from the proposed historic district boundaries, and see 
below for the list of parcel numbers and owners. See page 19 of this staff report for the map showing these 
properties, and see pages 91 to 99 for the letters that relay these requests. 
 

1. 020005 00018 – Memphis Recovery Centers Inc. 
2. 020005 00045 – Memphis Recovery Centers Inc. 
3. 020005 00039 – Memphis Recovery Centers Inc. 
4. 020005 00011 – Memphis Recovery Centers Inc. 
5. 020003 00002 – Tennison Bros Inc. 
6. Vacant land known as Crosstown Mound 

 
RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends approval. 
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DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS 
 
The following comments were provided by agencies to which this application was referred: 
 
City/County Engineer:   City Engineering has no comments. 
 
City/County Fire Division:   No comments received. 
 
City Real Estate:    No comments received. 
 
City/County Health Department:  No comments received. 
 
Shelby County Schools:   No comments received. 
 
Construction Code Enforcement:  No comments received. 
 
Memphis Light, Gas and Water:  No comments received.   
 
Office of Sustainability and Resilience: No comments received.  
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MEMPHIS LANDMARKS COMMISSION LETTER TO THE APPLICANT 
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APPLICATION 
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SIGN AFFIDAVIT 
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LIST OF PARCELS WITHIN THE DISTRICT 
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LETTERS RECEIVED 
 
Eighteen letters of support and five letters of opposition were received at the time of completion of this report 
and have subsequently been attached.  

The applicant provided an additional letter of response to an opposition letter and that letter has subsequently 
been attached.  
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Letters in Support 
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Letters in Opposition 
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Crosstown Mound Development Group’s Opposition Withdrawal Letter 
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Applicant’s Response to Crosstown Mound Development Group’s Opposition Letter 
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APPLICATION  
FOR THE CREATION OF A  

HISTORIC OVERLAY DISTRICT 
(Application for inclusion in the jurisdiction 

of the Memphis Landmarks Commission) 

NAME OF PROPOSED DISTRICT: __________________________________________ 

APPLICANT: ____________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

PHONE:  _____________________ EMAIL: ______________________________ 

ADDITIONAL APPLICANT (if applicable): 

____________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

PHONE:  _____________________ EMAIL: ______________________________ 

CLASSIFICATION (check one): 
SINGLE BUILDING OR SITE 
MULTIPLE BUILDINGS OR SITES 

APPLICANT SIGNATURE: ____________________________ DATE: __________________ 

Crosstown Historic District

Jennifer M Amido 

297 N Montgomery St

901-619-1764 JenniferAmido@gmail.com

Crosstown Community Development Corportation

info@crosstownmemphiscdc.com

8/11/2020

✔



APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
 
_____ Historic Overlay District Application (the first two pages of this form) 
 
_____ Map of Proposed District (including boundary of district, parcel lines, streets, railroads and 

natural waterways) 
 
_____ List of All Parcel Numbers within the Proposed District  
 
_____ 3 Sets of Envelopes with First Class Postage and Mailing Labels for all Property Owners 

within the Proposed District  
 

_____ 10-24 Color Photos Showing Representative Properties within the Proposed District 
 
_____ One Copy of the Design Review Guidelines for the Proposed District 
 
_____  Evidence of Two Neighborhood Hearings (see Sec. V.B(2) of the Commission¶s Bylaws) 
 
_____  Signs (these shall not be filed with the application but instead shall be posted by the applicant 

no later than ten days prior to the Landmarks Commission meeting) 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY (please include additional pages if needed): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STATEMENT OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (please include additional pages if needed): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date (or period) of Construction:  ________________________________________________ 
 
Prominent Architect(s)/ Builder(s): ________________________________________________ 

1890s-1925
The wide variety of architectural styles  includes: cornice heights and massing, and the characteristic use of such details as front porches, bay windows, 
porte cocheres, and leaded glass. The building materials include brick, limestone, stucco, clapboard, and wooden shingles, with many houses constructed of 
a mix of two or three of these. Principal styles also include Colonial Revival, Craftsman, Mediterrian, Prairie, Queen Anne, and Shingle

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Please see attached PDF

Please see attached PDF
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY (please include additional pages if needed): 
 
The proposed Crosstown Historic District Neighborhood is composed of approximately 12 
blocks, 134 structures and 90.68 acres in Midtown Memphis. The great majority of the structures 
are single-family residences built between 1890’s-1923; the area also contains multifamily 
dwelling units built later in the 1970s, schools, and some commercial. Crosstown Historic 
District is significant for its architecture, geographical location, community, and historical 
significance.  
 
In architectural style, the neighborhood reflects characterizations of early twentieth century 
middle-class Memphians. The wide variety of architectural styles work well because of uniform 
setbacks, cornice heights and massing, and the characteristic use of such details as front porches, 
bay windows, porte cocheres, and leaded glass. The building materials include brick, limestone, 
stucco, clapboard, and wooden shingles, with many houses constructed of a mix of two or three 
of these. The original workmanship is of a consistently high quality, and the detailing is 
extremely rich and well-conceived.  Most houses in the proposed Crosstown Historic District 
Neighborhood are the foursquare and bungalow, with a great diversity of neoclassical on 
Bellevue. Principal styles also include Colonial Revival, Craftsman, Mediterranean, Prairie, 
Queen Anne, and Shingle. In addition to the historical homes, Crosstown contains Northwest 
Prep Academy (formerly Memphis Tech High School) with its historically remarkable 
neoclassical design, the Landmarked Crosstown Concourse (formerly Sears Roebuck & Co 
Crosstown Building) designed by Nimmons & Co. and Looney Ricks Kiss (now Crosstown 
Concourse). 
 
 
 
STATEMENT OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (please include additional pages if needed) 
 
The proposed Crosstown Historic District, so named for the intersecting trolley tracks at 
Cleveland and Poplar that once connected Memphis commuters to the neighborhood in 1927, has 
undergone much change in the past 100 years. Most of the change in the neighborhood has not 
followed the national architectural standards with home improvements and renovations. And 
because of that, the value to the history that has preceded its residents has declined. It’s 
important to pursue and value a Historic Neighborhood in order for it to maintain its value and 
for its residents to appreciate the beauty of this historic and culturally adaptive neighborhood. 
 
Because of the lack of historical district designation, the Crosstown neighborhood has seen 
unnecessary demolition of large single-family Neoclassical, Four Square, Bungalow, Colonial, 
and many other style homes.  The TN Department of Transportation (TDOT) removed 65 homes 



to make way for the construction of Interstate 40 through the heart of Memphis, leaving the 
neighborhood with the now-empty lot known as the Crosstown Mound. At that time, there was 
nothing to protect those homes from being demolished, and now, as the Crosstown neighborhood 
looks forward, as we grieve from our past, Crosstown would like to ensure those new homes 
being constructed or rehabbed properties will follow historic guidelines. 
 

Brief Historic Overview  
 

The Crosstown Historic District dates back to the 1850s and concluded in the 1940s. Once a 
suburb of Memphis, a portion of the land was owned by the Van Vleet family and the Henry A. 
Montgomery family.  
 
The proposed district would include Memphis Tech High, founded in June of 1911, originally 
known as Memphis Vocational Grammar, Crockett Vocational School, Crockett Technical High, 
later “Tech High,” and now Northwest Prep Academy(Memphis Tech High). The Board of 
Education had a building, "the castle," at 317 Poplar Avenue for which they no longer had any 
use. They created the new vocational high for this building, specifically "to take the load off the 
new Central so they wouldn't have to build a second public high school for some time.” Thus the 
new Central High and the new Vocational High Schools both opened in September of 1911. 
Eventually, ten acres of the Van Vleet property, along with the house was acquired by the Board 
of Education to build what is now Memphis Tech High located at 1266 Poplar Avenue. 

 
 
The Van Vleet Mansion, originally built in 1856 
by Q. C. Atkinson at 1266 Poplar Ave., is 
known as one of the first major residential 
developments in the Crosstown area. The 
mansion and the 20 acres were sold by W. A. 
Williams to Peter Van Vleet. Van Vleet was the 
owner of the Van Vleet-Mansfield Drug Co., 
one of the largest drug firms in the United 
States. When Vleet died in 1915, the house and 
only 10 acres of the 20 were sold to the Board 
of Education. The remaining land was still a 
part of what was known as Van Vleet Park. 
 
The mansion was surrounded by a brick wall 
with wrought iron entry gates at the east and 
west corners (still standing to this day on Poplar 



Avenue at the corner of Claybrook St. and Montgomery St.). The gates were guarded by large 
stone lions brought back from the Van Vleets’ travels, which were later donated to the Memphis 

Zoo. 
 

  
 

A driveway curving to the front of the house connected the two entry gates. The architect for 
Memphis Tech High had incorporated into his design four similar Corinthian columns and 
portico from the original mansion, as well as similar brick entry gates with those stone lions 
guarding the gate. The Greek Revival and mix of Neoclassical Design of Memphis Tech High 
speaks volumes of the middle-class suburb Crosstown Memphis once was.  
 
In 1909, real estate agents S. H. and Walter Lamb advertised acreage for sale on Montgomery 
and Overton Park Ave. “adjoining Van Vleet Park.” This “fashionable uptown district” was 
“close to handsome homes, streetcars, and paved streets,” (Commercial Appeal, 1909).  
Initially, houses on Peach Ave. were built facing Van Vleet Park. After the park was sold for 
house construction, the remaining lots on Peach faced the north-south streets. 

 
 
The Henry A. Montgomery home was built in 
the 1860's and was located at Poplar and 
Bellevue. 
 
Henry A. Montgomery had formed the 
Memphis Jockey Club and by the 1850s the club 
purchased a tract of land that would become the 
Fairgrounds. Eventually settling in Memphis, 
Henry began working in the telegraph business. 
He built the first telegraph line from Memphis 
to Little Rock, and during the Civil War he 
extended it to Clarksville.  



 
In addition, he built a line from Madison to Helena, Arkansas.  The first, and at the time, the only 
telephone in Memphis was installed in Henry A. Montgomery's home.  When the first telephone 
call was made in Memphis, it was from the railway office of Col. Michael Burke to the home of 
Henry A. Montgomery on Poplar Avenue and Bellevue. 
 
Henry A. Montgomery was frustrated by the condition of Poplar and laid his own stone to 
improve the street. By 1907, Poplar was paved with asphalt and by 1911 electric streetcars were 

finding their way into the neighborhood. Henry 
A. Montgomery’s magnolias remain and his 
granddaughter Montgomery (Monty) Cooper 
took the paving stones previously used on Poplar 
to build the Montgomery Library (251 N 
Montgomery) for his books.  
That structure remains on Montgomery St. 
adjacent to a house (243 N. Montgomery) 
Cooper built for herself.  
  
Montgomery Library, built with the stones 
originally from Poplar Avenue from the 1800s -  
251 N Montgomery (pictured above, and 243 N 
Montgomery pictured to the left) 
 
Between the World Wars, the Van Vleet and 
Montgomery homes were demolished with Van 
Vleet’s park area from Peach to Larkin and from 
Montgomery to Claybrook being filled with 52 
bungalows by the same builder. 
 
Architect Victor Dunkerley, who had worked 
with Frank Lloyd Wright, designed the Avery 
House at 305 N. Montgomery. It has been called 
a “picturesque example of the cozy 
English Arts and Crafts Style (Ellzey, 2020).” It 
was built facing Van Vleet Park on the 
Lombardy Poplar tree-lined N. Montgomery.  
 
(Avery House, at 305 N Montgomery pictured to 
the left).  



 
To the north, the availability of the railroad led to the location of Sears Crosstown. Cleveland 
Street along with a streetcar line was extended north from Poplar Avenue to Sears. Large 
apartment buildings, including 394-400 N. Bellevue Blvd. (c. 1925), were built along the 
streetcar lines within walking distance of the growing and bustling Crosstown commercial area.  
 
As development continued east from Downtown Memphis, 
ground was broken for Temple Israel at Poplar Avenue and 
Montgomery Street. In 1912, the congregation had decided 
that they had outgrown their building, and began to raise 
money for a new synagogue.  They acquired a plot of land 
on Poplar Avenue almost two miles east of their current 
home, and dedicated a new synagogue there in 1916.  The 
new temple boasted a 1200 seat sanctuary, fourteen 
religious school rooms, and an auditorium with a stage. 
Parts of the building are now utilized by Mississippi 
Boulevard Church and Memphis Academy of Science and 
Engineering.  
 
In addition, the proposed Crosstown Historic District would include the William R. Moore 
School of Technology, better known as Moore Tech. William R. Moore served as a United States 
Congressman and then two years in the Tennessee House of Representatives. From an 
endowment that was left in the will of W.R. Moore, a charter school was established in 1939. 
The W. R. Moore School of Technology opened at 1200 Poplar Avenue, combining elements of 
classicism with the International Style and Bauhaus movements. It was designed by Walk C. 
Jones and Walk C. Jones, Jr. 
 
The landmarked Crosstown Concourse was once a Sears, Roebuck & Co. distribution center and 
retail store, which opened on August 27th, 1927. The fourteen-story structure has a limestone 
base and brick walls. It is crowned by a Classical Revival top floor with round-arch windows and 
a modillion cornice. The building, the largest in Memphis at the time, made this community the 
hub and the gathering place for retail, shopping, and dining. Along with six other major cities, 
Boston, Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Minneapolis, and Seattle, Memphis has redeveloped 
Crosstown Concourse into a vertical urban village anchored in arts, education, and healthcare. 
That development has become a strong anchor for the surrounding residential homes in the 
proposed Crosstown Historic District as we look towards revitalization and historical 
significance. 
 

    



 
229 N Montgomery St, Queen Anne Style, 1890 

Memphis Tech High, William R. Moore 
School of Technology, and the Sears 
Roebuck & Co. building were all responses 
to the residential housing development that 
had grown around the Crosstown 
neighborhood between 1890-1923. Some of 
the earliest houses in the neighborhood that 
have not been demolished, besides the Van 
Fleet Mansion, and the Montgomery 
Mansion, include a Queen Anne style home 
built in 1890 at 299 N Montgomery St. and a 
1887 Arts & Crafts style home at the 
south-west corner of Poplar Avenue 
Montgomery Street.  
 
As well as many other architectural beauties, 
such as 1234 Poplar Avenue (built in 1900); 299 Montgomery St (built in 1900), a classic 
foursquare with siding;  
314 N Claybrook St (built in 1900), an Arts & Crafts style design; and,  
1174 Poplar Avenue (built in 1909), a foursquare style home with large front porch, smooth 
stucco finish, and round arching windows 
 
A majority of the homes in the neighborhood were later constructed between 1910-1912 and 
1920-1923. These homes consist of a mixture of bungalow, airplane bungalow, foursquare, one 
mission revival, and craftsmen.  
 
In April of 1944, a B25 bomber crashed into the neighborhood, at the corner or Poplar Avenue 
and Cleveland Street. The aircraft smashed into a two-story home at 222 North Claybrook 
behind what was then a bowling alley. In the days that followed, more than 20,000 Memphians 
visited the crash site, and the Army brought in MPs to control the crowds. Although seven lives 
were lost, everyone breathed a sigh of relief that the plane had somehow missed Memphis Tech 
High, the Southern Bowling Lanes, Sears Crosstown, and dozens of nearby businesses that 
would have made the death toll much higher. Lots at the corner of Claybrook and Williams Field 
Avenue, to the north and south remain vacant lots to this day. 
 
Then in the late 1960s the neighborhood was wounded by the intrusion of the 
interstate highway construction that eliminated Lewis St. to the west and took out over 65 



Crosstown homes and apartments for the I-40 section. “Modern” apartment buildings took the 
place of some homes. Opponents of routing the expressway through Overton Park in 1971 won a 
landmark Supreme Court case, which eventually led to I-40 being rerouted to the Wolf River 
bottoms far to the north. But not before TDOT had built a 20-foot mound of dirt that was to 
elevate traffic to overpasses that has since been removed. The giant, yet historic, Crosstown 
Mound still lords over old bungalows, foursquares and apartment buildings along streets that 
border the mound: Overton Park, Claybrook, Peach, and Bellevue. The mound has been an 
on-going eyesore for the neighborhood, the lack of maintenance has led to major overgrowth, 
wildlife, rodents and raccoons, to discarded debris and trash, and vagabonds taking up residence 
on the mound.  
 
In 1988, a 100,000 gallon propane gas tanker skidded on an exit ramp and exploded on Interstate 
240 destroying half a dozen historic homes on Bellevue Avenue leaving empty lots. The tank 
shot 125 yards and also destroyed a duplex, killing a ten year old girl. In total 9 people died from 
the explosion.  
 
In 1993, Sears began its long process of closing down. The streets that were once crowded with 
shoppers were now empty. Temple Israel and Bellevue Baptist Church moved east being 
replaced by Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church.  
 
The University of Memphis’ Department of City & Regional Planning worked with Crosstown 
to help reinvigorate the sense of community and work to maintain the quality and character of 
the 
neighborhood. The Crosstown Concourse opened in 2017. Commercial properties are returning 
adjacent to the Concourse. Original houses between Overton Park, Bellevue Boulevard, 
Montgomery, Claybrook and Autumn Ave. are being restored rather than demolished; and new, 
affordable homes were built on Claybrook between Larkin Avenue and Peach Avenue. 
 
Just within the Crosstown district, the homes, residents, and businesses have experienced a great 
deal of change since the 1850’s. It’s important to pursue and value a Historic Neighborhood in 
order for it to maintain its value and for its residents to appreciate the beauty of this historic and 
culturally adaptive neighborhood. 
 
It is important to realize that, while historic in its architectural, geographic location, and 
structural significance, the proposed Crosstown Historic District Neighborhood has had 
alterations to existing structures and construction of new buildings and multi-family homes. 
Memphis Landmarks Commission (MLC) was established to protect, enhance, and perpetuate 
structures, districts, and elements in the city that are of historical, cultural, architectural, and 
geographic significance. With that being said, there should be no doubt that the proposed 



Crosstown Historic District represents the history, culture, architectural, and geographic 
significance that this city adheres to protect. 
 
*It is important to note, historical information about the Crosstown neighborhood is not limited 
to just the information above. There is more data about homes on Bellevue Avenue, the Tension 
Brothers, other commercial properties and the surrounding neighborhoods, that have not been 
included at this time.  
 

Resources 
 
B-25 Bomber 
https://memphismagazine.com/ask-vance/75-years-ago-a-b-25-bomber-crashed-in-midtown/ 
 
Temple Israel History 
https://www.isjl.org/tennessee-memphis-temple-israel-encyclopedia.html 
 
Henry A. Montgomery Resources 
https://memphislibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p13039coll1/id/36/rec/1 
https://dailymemphian.com/article/7970/Kings-of-the-hill-Competing-developers-now-teaming-o
n-Crosstown-Mound 
http://www.historic-memphis.com/biographies/montgomery-park/montgomery-park.html 
 
Memphis Tech High Resources 
www.historic-memphis.com/memphis-historic/techhistory/techhistory.html 
 
William R Moore Resources 
http://historic-memphis.com/biographies/w-r-moore/w-r-moore.html 
https://www.mooretech.edu/about/history/ 
 
Sears Crosstown 
https://crosstownconcourse.com/about 
http://www.memphisheritage.org/sears-roebuck-company-catalog-distribution-center-retail-store
-crosstown-concourse/ 
 
Peter Van Vleet History 
http://historic-memphis.com/biographies/van-vleet/van-vleet.html 
https://historic-memphis.com/memphis/a-day-at-historic-memphis/a-day-at-historic-memphis.ht
ml 

https://memphismagazine.com/ask-vance/75-years-ago-a-b-25-bomber-crashed-in-midtown/
https://www.isjl.org/tennessee-memphis-temple-israel-encyclopedia.html
https://memphislibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p13039coll1/id/36/rec/1
https://dailymemphian.com/article/7970/Kings-of-the-hill-Competing-developers-now-teaming-on-Crosstown-Mound
https://dailymemphian.com/article/7970/Kings-of-the-hill-Competing-developers-now-teaming-on-Crosstown-Mound
http://www.historic-memphis.com/biographies/montgomery-park/montgomery-park.html
http://www.historic-memphis.com/memphis-historic/techhistory/techhistory.html
http://historic-memphis.com/biographies/w-r-moore/w-r-moore.html
https://www.mooretech.edu/about/history/
https://crosstownconcourse.com/about
http://www.memphisheritage.org/sears-roebuck-company-catalog-distribution-center-retail-store-crosstown-concourse/
http://www.memphisheritage.org/sears-roebuck-company-catalog-distribution-center-retail-store-crosstown-concourse/
http://historic-memphis.com/biographies/van-vleet/van-vleet.html
https://historic-memphis.com/memphis/a-day-at-historic-memphis/a-day-at-historic-memphis.html
https://historic-memphis.com/memphis/a-day-at-historic-memphis/a-day-at-historic-memphis.html


 
Tanker Explosion - 1988 
https://www.nytimes.com/1988/12/25/us/death-toll-at-9-in-memphis-tanker-explosion.html 
https://www.usdeadlyevents.com/1988-dec-23-propane-tank-truck-hits-ramp-wall-explodes-parts
-hit-house-cars-memphis-tn-9/ 
 
Additional:  ​https://sharetngov.tnsosfiles.com/tsla/exhibits/blackhistory/feilds.htm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/1988/12/25/us/death-toll-at-9-in-memphis-tanker-explosion.html
https://www.usdeadlyevents.com/1988-dec-23-propane-tank-truck-hits-ramp-wall-explodes-parts-hit-house-cars-memphis-tn-9/
https://www.usdeadlyevents.com/1988-dec-23-propane-tank-truck-hits-ramp-wall-explodes-parts-hit-house-cars-memphis-tn-9/
https://sharetngov.tnsosfiles.com/tsla/exhibits/blackhistory/feilds.htm
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Part 1: Introduction 
1. History of the Crosstown Neighborhood and Proposed Historic District 

The Crosstown Historic District Neighborhood is composed of approximately 12 blocks, 134 structures 
and 90.83 acres in Midtown Memphis. The great majority of the structures that are still standing are 
single-family residences built between the late 1890’s-1923; the area also contains multifamily dwelling 
units built later in the 1970s, schools and some commercial. Crosstown Historic District is significant for 
its architecture, geographical location, community, and historical significance. Crosstown is named for 
the intersecting trolley tracks at Cleveland and Poplar that connected Memphis commuters to the 
neighborhood in 1927.  

In architectural style, the neighborhood reflects characterizations of the early twentieth century middle 
class Memphians. The wide variety of architectural styles works well because of uniform setbacks, 
cornice heights and massing, and the characteristic use of such details as front porches, bay windows, 
porte cocheres, and leaded glass. The building materials include brick, limestone, stucco, clapboard, and 
wooden shingles, with many houses constructed of a mix of two or three of these. The original 
workmanship is of a consistently high quality, and the detailing is extremely rich and well-conceived.  
Most houses in the proposed Crosstown Historic district neighborhood are the foursquare and 
bungalow, with a great diversity of neoclassical style mostly located on Bellevue Boulevard. Principal 
styles also include Colonial Revival, Craftsman, Mediterranean, Prairie, Queen Anne, and Shingle. In 
addition to the historical homes, Crosstown contains Memphis Tech High School with its historically 
remarkable neoclassical design, the Landmarked Sears Roebuck & Co Crosstown Building designed by 
Nimmons & Co. and Looney Ricks Kiss, and Moore Tech.  

The Van Vleet Mansion, originally built in 
1856 by Q. C. Atkinson, at 1266 Poplar 
Avenue, is known as one of the first major 
residential developments in the 
Crosstown area. The mansion and the 20 
acres were sold by W. A. Williams to Peter 
Van Vleet. Mr. Van Vleet was the owner of 
the Van Vleet-Mansfield Drug Co., one of 
the largest drug firms in the United States. 
When Mr. Van Vleet died in 1915, the 
house and the land were sold to the Board 
of Education, to construct what is now 
known as Memphis Tech High.  

The mansion was surrounded by a brick wall with wrought iron entry gates at the East and West corners 
(still standing to this day on Poplar Avenue at the corner of Claybrook Street and Montgomery Street). 
The gates were guarded by large stone lions brought back from the Van Vleet's travels, which were later 
donated to the Memphis Zoo.  

The Henry A. Montgomery home was built in the 1860's and was located at Poplar Avenue and Bellevue 
Boulevard. Mr. Montgomery had formed the Memphis Jockey Club and by the 1850s the club purchased 
a tract of land that would become the Fairgrounds. Eventually settling in Memphis, Mr. Montgomery 

 

Van Vleet Home in 1904 at 1266 Poplar Avenue 
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began working in the telegraph business. He built 
the first telegraph line from Memphis to Little 
Rock, and during the Civil War he extended it to 
Clarksville. 

In addition, he built a line from Madison to 
Helena, Arkansas.  The first, and at the time, the 
only telephone in Memphis was installed in Mr. 
Montgomery's home.  When the first telephone 
call was made in Memphis, it was from the railway 
office of Col. Michael Burke to the home of Henry 
A. Montgomery on Poplar Avenue and Bellevue 
Boulevard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Memphis Landmarks Commission 
Memphis Landmarks Commission (MLC) was established to protect, enhance and perpetuate structures, 
districts and elements in the city of historical, cultural, architectural and geographic significance. The 
MLC consists of nine members who serve as volunteers, all appointed by the City Mayor. It includes one 
representative of a local historical organization, one architect and one person who is a member of the 
Land Use Control Board, with the remaining members representing the general community. 

3. Goals for the Crosstown Historic District 
The goal for the Crosstown Historic District is to protect the character, and the social and economic 
stability of this vibrant and diverse neighborhood. 

As well noted, Crosstown has seen change already, and the goal is that future changes do not detract 
from the neighborhood's original character without stopping future developments and economic 
growth. A renewed spirit of community and connection to history has been triggered by the 
redevelopment of the Sears, Roebuck and Company regional distribution warehouse into what is known 
today as the Crosstown Concourse. With inevitable future development and revitalization of the 
surrounding areas, the goal is that future changes do not detract from the neighborhood's unique and 
original character. 

 

Henry A. Montgomery’s Home – House Front View 

 

 

Donated stone lion. Memphis Zoo. 

 

 

Van Vleet Home – Iron Gates guarded by Lions. 

 

Henry A. Montgomery home 1200 Poplar Avenue 
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4. Map of Proposed Crosstown Historic District 
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Part 2: Zoning Regulations 
1. Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development Code 

Please Review “THE MEMPHIS AND SHELBY COUNTY UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE” regarding zoning 
codes and subdivision regulations. Code can be found by following the link below:  

https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/13413/ZTA-13-002-Complete-UDC-as-
approved?bidId= 

2. Local Regulatory Entities 
Land Use Control Board and City Council or the Board of Adjustment will regulate any zoning, or 
rezoning of multifamily, commercial use or boarding use. Lots zoned Multi-Family, Commercial or 
Boarding are permitted to change back to single-family use with approval from the Land Use Control 
Board and City Council.  Land use is also subject to Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development 
Code as approved by Shelby County Board of Commissioners 8/9/10 and by the Memphis City Council 
on 8/10/10, including adopted Amendments (the “Code”), Article 4, General Development Standards, 
which covers streetscapes, streets, access, parking, landscaping, lighting, storage and signs.  Land use is 
also subject to Article 6 of the Code, Open Space and Natural Resource Protection, which covers tree 
protection, open space, steep slope protection, stream buffers, floodways and stormwater 
management. 

3. Overlay Districts 
Land use may also be subject to the guidelines in the various Overlay Districts defined in the Code. 

A. Overlay Districts may be established from time to time as the Governing Bodies see fit in order 
to promote a more carefully tailored standard of development within a specified geographical 
area. The nature, applicability, standards, regulations, and restrictions of each Overlay District 
may vary as appropriate in order to achieve the stated purpose and goals of a particular Overlay 
District. 

B. Where the standards of a particular Overlay District, established by this Article, do not address 
standards established elsewhere in this Code, the standards established elsewhere apply. 

C. Where the standards of a particular Overlay District, established by this Article, conflict with the 
standards established elsewhere in this Code, the Overlay standards shall apply. 

D. Changes to frontage maps or height maps that were adopted as part of an Overlay District and 
incorporated into the Zoning Map shall be processed pursuant to Chapter 9.4, Text Amendment. 

Specifically, the guideline in following Overlay Districts may be particularly relevant: 

A. Medical Overlay District 
B. Midtown District Overlay 
C. Residential Corridor Overlay District 
D. Historic Overlay District (as applicable) 
E. Floodplain Overlay District 
F. Transitional Office Overlay (as applicable) 
G. Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District (as applicable)  

https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/13413/ZTA-13-002-Complete-UDC-as-approved?bidId
https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/13413/ZTA-13-002-Complete-UDC-as-approved?bidId
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Part 3: Design Guidelines for Crosstown Historic District  
1. Overview and Application of Design Guidelines 

a. Design Guidelines Intent 
In general, the intent of the Design Guidelines is to ensure that new construction in Crosstown Historic 
District is in character with the neighborhood's original fabric. It is not the intent to freeze the 
appearance of the neighborhood in time, but to guide future growth and development in the Crosstown 
Historic District.  

The intent of these guidelines is to ensure that all exterior alterations, new construction, habitable 
additions, demolition and relocation within Crosstown is in character with the neighborhood's existing 
fabric. Design Review Guidelines provide the Memphis Landmarks Commission (MLC) with basic criteria 
and standards to consider in determining the appropriateness of proposed work within the District. 

b. Design Guidelines Application 
The Design Guidelines apply only to the exteriors of buildings and to areas of lots visible from the street. 
The Memphis Landmarks Commission must review proposals for building relocation or demolition. The 
Design Guidelines address all projects in the neighborhood requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) from the Memphis Landmarks Commission. Please note that the Office of Construction Code 
Enforcement will not issue a construction permit without a COA from the MLC. Projects that need a COA 
include:  

A. New construction of houses or secondary structures (garages & storage buildings) 
B. Exterior alterations to the existing structure 
C. Additions or enclosures that expand habitable space, such as dormers, second or third stories 
D. Demolition or building relocation  
E. Site improvement construction, such as fences, gates and retaining walls 
F. New Driveways and parking pads  
G. Driveway gates 
H. Other site renewables 

Please review the Certificate Of Appropriateness website for additional information: 
https://shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/29968/Current-Full-COA-Application?bidId= 

Please note that only work that is visible in whole or in part from a public street (or streets in the case of 
a corner lot) is reviewed. Landmarks staff will confirm the scope of review based on a site plan and 
description of work provided by the applicant. In general, greater emphasis is placed on the character of 
primary facades, those designed to face the street.   

Property owners, real estate agents, developers, contractors, tenants and architects should use the 
design guidelines when planning for a project within the neighborhood. Such use will help establish an 
appropriate direction for its design. 

2. The Design Review Process 
The following basic steps should be reviewed to understand the design review process with the 
Memphis Landmarks Commission.   

https://shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/29968/Current-Full-COA-Application?bidId
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● Step 1. Consider professional design assistance. For major projects, property owners are 
encouraged to engage a licensed architect or other design/planning professional to assist in 
developing their concepts. While doing so may help facilitate the review process, it is not 
required.    

● Step 2. Check other City regulations. 
The guidelines exist alongside other adopted City regulations. The Memphis and Shelby County 
Division of Planning and Development can provide information about certain regulations, which 
also may affect the design character of a project. (See www.shelbycountytn.gov/924/zoning- 
subdivision) 

● Step 3. Thoroughly understand and become familiar with the design guidelines for the 
Crosstown Historic District. 
Review the basic organization of this guidelines document and determine which chapter(s) will 
apply to a project. 

● Step 4. Review the project site’s context. 
Consider immediately adjacent properties and also the character of the entire block where the 
project will be located. 

3. New Construction of Single-Family Homes and Secondary Structures 
New construction includes the construction or erection of any freestanding structure or improvement 
on any lot. This includes new construction that uses existing walls and additions to existing buildings. 
These are subject to review by the Commission pursuant to the Landmarks Ordinance. This review 
applies only to the exterior of buildings and any other structure visible from the public right of way. 

New construction should remain consistent with other buildings along a street in mass, scale, setback, 
height, rhythm and other design characteristics. Characteristics including the traditional door, and 
windows heights of early 1900-1930 homes and roof dormer designs. More weight should be given to 
compatibility with other existing structures that are products and original to the historic period of 
construction of the immediate area. The principal façade and the street related elevations should be 
reviewed more carefully than other facades. 

In determining the appropriateness of proposed new construction, the Commission should consider the 
compatibility and consistency of the proposed design of the new construction with the designs of 
existing building in terms of the following characteristics: 

a. Building Orientation, Setbacks and Rhythm of Spacing 
 

● Maintain the line of building fronts and spacing patterns in the 
block. 

● A new house should fit within the range of front yard setbacks 
seen in the block. 

● Uniform spacing of side yards should be maintained.  



10 | Page 
Crosstown Historic District 
User Guide and Architectural Design Guidelines 

● The front of a house should be oriented to the public street and 
the primary entrance should be clearly defined. 

● Use of a porch element to define the entry is strongly 
encouraged. 

● Traditionally, the front entry of each building faced the street 
and was usually sheltered by a porch. This is a characteristic that 
should be maintained. 

● The porch should be "functional," in that it is used as a means of 
access to the entry and or as outdoor living space. 

● In some cases, the front door itself may be positioned 
perpendicular to the street if the entry is still clearly defined 
with a walkway and porch. 
 

b. Building Mass, Scale and Form 
 

● A new building shall follow the same pattern 
of mass, scale and form as those historic 
houses existing on that block of the street.  

● Consistency in the mass, scale and form of 
buildings gives a street and a neighborhood a 
sense of unity and human friendliness. New 
houses should be consistent with existing 
historic houses on the same and opposite 
sides of the street in terms of height, scale, 
mass, form and rhythm, as well as 
consideration in lot size (width and length). Window and door designs must be appropriate and 
traditional in sense to the neighborhood. 

● Use of building materials that are of traditional dimensions such as brick, stucco, wood, no vinyl 
materials. 

● Use of a one-story porch that is similar in size to those seen traditionally. 
● Use of a building mass that is similar in size to those seen traditionally. 
● Use of window openings that are similar in 

size to those seen traditionally. Double hung 
windows are preferred. 

● Building equipment (HVAC, utilities, etc.) 
shall be placed on the side or rear of the 
house; not visible from the street and 
screened from view. 

● A new residential building shall be 
constructed with the same number of stories 
as any existing residential structure 
constructed during the period of significance 
on the same street-block. 

● Maintain the alignment of horizontal elements along the block.  
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● Roof and building forms should appear similar to those seen traditionally in the neighborhood. 
● Sloping roof forms such as gabled, hip, jerkinhead, bellcast hip, cross-gable and gambrel should 

follow the pitch of sloping roofs generally found on historic houses of the block. 
● Dormers are a frequent neighborhood architectural roof feature and should be considered for 

new construction. 
● Roof shapes should also relate to the surrounding roof structures. 
● Eave depths, facia, soffits, and cornice trims should be similar to those of historic houses on the 

block. 

c. Roofs and Building Forms  
 

● Roofs and Building Forms should appear 
similar to those seen traditionally in the 
neighborhood. 

● Crosstown buildings consist mainly of 
brick, stone, stucco, and wood shingles, in 
a variety of combinations. Stone, stucco, 
brick, painted wood siding and painted 
shingles are appropriate materials for new 
construction.  

● Horizontal lap siding is appropriate in most 
applications.  

● Masonry that appears similar in character, 
color, texture, and size to that in historic 
houses within the neighborhood should be 
considered in the new construction. 

● It is preferred that the original brick of the historic home be maintained and not painted. 
Unpainted masonry or stone shall not be painted. 

● Stone, similar to that used traditionally, is also appropriate. Jumbo, or oversized brick is 
discouraged. 

● Aluminum siding, vinyl siding and synthetic stucco (EIFS) are inappropriate material, and not to 
be used. Fiber cement siding is appropriate use for new construction. 

● Depending on style, traditional roof materials such as tile, slate, wood shingles, and composite 
shingles are appropriate. 

● Metal roofs are generally not appropriate except for porches. 
● Such roofs should be applied and detailed in a manner that is appropriate to the style of the 

house. 

d. Architectural Details 
 

● New architectural details should relate to comparable historic stylistic elements in general size, 
shape, scale, finish, materials and shadow depth and should be appropriate to the style. 

● It is part of the character of the neighborhood to have stylistic elements (i.e. brackets, porches, 
dormers, chimneys, detailed trim work etc.) as seen on the historic structures. 
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● Chimneys also provide decorative opportunities and are encouraged. Chimneys should not be 
made of wood, wood substitute or metal material, or have a protruding pipe. 

● Use materials similar to those seen historically. Wood and brick were the most common 
materials used for exterior details. Fiber cement siding is also an appropriate use for new 
construction. 

e. Porches 
 

● The incorporation of a porch in the design of a new house is strongly encouraged. Porch 
elements should be similar to those 
traditionally see.   

● The depth of the porch should be a 
minimum of eight feet (8') so it is of 
sufficient size to be usable as outdoor 
living space.  

● The design of a porch should relate to 
the overall architectural style of the 
main structure. Many historic porch 
designs are integral to the 
architectural style of the house. 

● Porch supports of wood, brick, stucco 
and stone should be of an 
appropriate scale for the house and 
style.     

● Porch balustrades should be a size, 
mass and design that is appropriate 
to the house and the District.  
  

f. Windows & Doors 
 
Windows and doors are some of the most important character-defining features of houses. They provide 
visual interest to the composition of individual facades. Distinctive window design often defines a historic 
building style. 

● Windows and doors should be of a traditional size and should be 
placed in a similar solid-to- void relationship as historic buildings. 

● Unusually shaped windows, such as circles, octagons and 
trapezoids, are generally inappropriate. 

● The number of different window styles should be limited so as 
not to detract attention away from the overall building or 
facade. 

● Windows and doors shall be finished with trim elements similar 
to those used historically. 

● Wood double hung windows with traditional depth and trim are 
preferred. 
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● Snap-in muntins, solid aluminum windows and solid vinyl windows are inappropriate and shall 
not be used. Multi-pane windows shall use true divided lights. 

Alternate materials such as composite wood and fiberglass will be considered. Some vinyl products may 
be appropriate when they work well with the inset and sash components which have substantial 
dimensions.  

A door located on a primary facade should be similar in character to those seen historically in the 
district. The scale should be similar. Glass panes also should be similar. Front doors with transoms and 
sidelights are appropriate. 

g. Secondary Structures 
 
Traditionally, secondary structures such as sheds, garages and carriage houses, were subordinate in 
scale and character to the primary structure and were located to the rear of the lot. To the extent visible 
from the street, this tradition of detached secondary structures is encouraged because this reduces the 
building's overall perceived mass.  

● Where visible from the street, a secondary structure 
should be located in the rear yard of the primary 
residence. 

● A secondary structure should reflect the architectural 
character and style of the main structure or be 
compatible with the style of the main structure. 

● Material should be similar to the home; metal siding is 
not permitted. 

● Consider using a porte cochere if appropriate to the style 
of the house. 

● All new home construction must include an appropriate 
single car width driveway extending to the rear of the 
structure. Any excess parking should be to the rear and 
out of the public right of way. 

4. Additions and Enclosures 
 
Additions to the exterior of a historic building should be designed and constructed so the character and 
defining features are not radically changed, obscured, damaged or destroyed in the process. Additions 
to the principal façade should be discouraged. Additions should be located to the rear of the principle 
structure and not overwhelm the original structure in mass or scale. Enclosures of porches, front 
exterior doors or boarding of windows, and other covered areas of a principal façade to increase 
habitable space are inappropriate and should be avoided. If such closure is permitted it should preserve 
the original character of the principle façade. 
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● Enclosing a porch—in whole or part—alters the 
character of the building by eliminating one of its 
most important features. Such enclosures are not 
appropriate or permitted. A front porch shall not 
be completely or partially enclosed. This does not 
apply to screened in porches. 

● No original exterior window or door shall be 
enclosed. 

● Place an addition toward the rear of a building or 
set it back from the front to minimize the visual 
impacts. 

● Do not obscure, damage, destroy or remove significant original architectural details and 
materials of the primary structure. 

● Rooftop additions must be kept subordinate to the principal building in mass and scale and set 
back from the front of the building. The roof form of new additions should be in character with 
and subordinate to that of the primary building to avoid changes in the principle facade. 

● Use windows that are similar in character to those of the main structure. 
● Building materials that are compatible with those of the primary structure shall be used. 
● The roof form of a new addition should be in character with and subordinate to that of the 

primary building. 
● The mass and scale of rooftop additions must be kept subordinate to the primary building. 
● When adding a dormer, it should be in character with the primary structure's design.  

5. Demolition and Relocation of Principle Historical Structures Out of a District 
A historic building is irreplaceable. It is a document of the past, and once it is gone, it is lost forever. 
Crosstown realizes the past mistakes of demolition of historic properties, therefore the demolition of an 
historic building that contributes to the significance of a Historic Conservation District is inappropriate.   

Since the purpose of historical zoning is to protect historic properties, the demolition of any principle 
structure which contributes historically or architecturally to the character and significance of a District is 
considered to be inappropriate and should be avoided. Demolition includes the complete or partial 
tearing down of such structure or a removal of such structure from the District. Should the Commission 
approve a proposed demolition, such demolition can proceed after an immediate reuse is determined 
for the property. The proposed design of new construction should be submitted to and reviewed by the 
Commission in conjunction with submission and review of the demolition or removal from the District. 

Demolition is NOT permitted under the following circumstances: 

● If a principle structure is deemed to be of such historical or architectural interest and value that 
the removal would be detrimental to the public interest and the goals of historic zoning. 

● If the proposed reuse and new construction would diminish or detract from the predominantly 
single-family residential character of the District. 

● If a principle structure is of such old or unusual or uncommon design and materials that it could 
not be reproduced without great difficulty and expense. 
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● If its proposed replacement or lack thereof would in the Commissions reasonable discretion 
make a less positive visual contribution to the District, would disrupt the District’s character or 
would be visually incompatible. 

● Demolition by neglect should not occur. The loss of architectural features or structural defects 
used to justify demolition caused by the acts or lack of ordinary maintenance by the applicant 
(or those who have acted in concert with the applicant) is considered "demolition by neglect." 
Lack of ordinary maintenance includes failure to make needed roof or plumbing repairs and 
failure to protect the structure from termites.  

Demolition is permitted under the following circumstances: 

● If a principle structure has lost its architectural and historical integrity and importance and its 
removal and the proposed new construction will not in the commissions reasonable discretion 
results in a negative, or less appropriate visual effect on the District. 

● If a principle structure does not contribute to the historical and architectural character of the 
District and its removal and the proposed new construction will in the commissions reasonable 
discretion result in a more positive and appropriate visual effect on the District. 

● If the Commission determines that demolition or removal is economically necessary and 
justified in accordance with the provisions of the Landmarks Ordinance, the applicable 
guidelines of the Commission (to the extent they are more exacting) and other applicable 
governmental laws, ordinances and regulations. 

● If the demolition is required by a final and a non-appealable order or ruling by a court, 
governmental body or agency that has jurisdiction. And such order or ruling does not allow for 
the restoration or continued use of the applicable structure. 

● If demolition is allowed, the building must be thoroughly documented. The owner should 
provide this documentation, which may include photographs and measured drawings, to the 
Memphis Landmarks Commission and to the Memphis and Shelby County Room at the Central 
Library. 

Moving a principle structure that still retains its historical and architectural integrity and contributes to 
the character of the District should be avoided. 

Moving a building that does not contribute to the architectural and historical integrity of the District or 
has its architectural integrity due to deterioration and neglect is appropriate if its removal or the 
proposed replacement will result in a more positive visual effect on the District.        

The relocation of a house in order to provide parking is not appropriate.  

A principle structure may be relocated within a District if: 

● The integrity of location and setting of the principle structure in its original location has been 
lost or is seriously threatened. 

● The structure will be compatible with the buildings adjacent to the new site in style height scale 
materials and setback. 

● The relocation of a principle structure, at the Commission's reasonable discretion, will not result 
in a negative visual impact on the site and surrounding buildings from which it will be removed. 
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6. New Site Improvements  
a. Fences 

Typically, fences were only seen enclosing side and 
rear yards or defining property boundaries. When 
they were used, fences were low and appeared 
semi-transparent. Wood pickets, thin metal 
members and low brick walls were typical.  

● Fences shall not completely obscure the 
view of the house from the public right of 
way.  

● Enclosing a front yard shall not be allowed. 
In the exceptional circumstance that a 
front yard fence is allowed, it should be no 
more than three and one half feet (3-1/2') 
high and have a transparent quality allowing views into the yard. 

● Appropriate materials for front yard fences/ walls are wrought iron, tubular steel, stone, or 
brick. Inappropriate materials include chain link, vinyl/ plastic, split rail, precast concrete panels 
and concrete block. 

● Corner lot fencing should not exceed six feet (6') in height, should be front-facing and should be 
set back a minimum of three feet (3') from the sidewalk. Fencing along the public side yard of 
corner lot houses should begin toward the back of the structure so that the side facade is not 
obscured from view. 

● Rear yard fences or walls should be no more than 8’ in height and constructed of traditional 
materials. 

● Front Fences shall be setback a minimum 6 ft from the front wall of the house (not including 
front porch).  

b. Walls, Retaining Walls 
● Retaining walls should be built as low as possible and, at most, no higher than the soil being 

retained. 
● A retaining wall should not extend as high as the yard it protects. This wall is appropriate in 

height and materials. 
● Railroad ties, split faced block, and stacking block systems may not be used. 
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c. Parking 
● The creation of a parking area in the 

front yard is highly inappropriate 
and shall not be allowed. 

● Parking should be located to the 
rear. Less preferably, parking may be 
permitted to the side of the house. 

● A parking pad or other defined 
paved area for parking shall not be 
placed in the front yard. 

● Brick, stone or smooth troweled 
finish concrete are appropriate. 
Asphalt, washed gravel finish 
concrete and stamped concrete are not appropriate. 

● The tradition of straight, narrow driveways should be maintained. Driveways should be 
constructed of traditional materials that contrast with the asphalt paving of the street. Adjacent 
driveways shall not be combined to create broad expanses of concrete in the front yard. 
Additions or alterations to existing driveways which would increase or change the existing 
footprint must conform to these guidelines. 

d. Driveways Additions or Parking Pads 
● Driveways and parking pads should be made of materials comparable with surrounding 

structures, of single car width, and located to the side, extending to the rear of the principle 
building. 

● Paving the front of a lot or increasing a parking pad into a majority of the area in front of a 
principal structure is deemed inappropriate and not permitted.  

● Front yard parking is not appropriate and shall not be allowed.  
● Adjacent driveways should not be combined to create broad expanses of concrete in the front 

yard.  
● Additions or alterations to existing driveways which would increase or change the existing 

footprint must conform to these guidelines. 

e. Other Site Improvements Miscellaneous 
● Construction of permanent freestanding signage or lighted signage for the purpose of 

advertising is inappropriate and should be avoided. 
● Freestanding or pole mounted satellite dishes (24” or larger) should be placed in inconspicuous 

locations to the public rights-of-view. 
● LED flashing signs that change or flicker by creating an illusion of motion are prohibited. 
● A sign should not hide architectural details such as windows, cornice details, storefronts or 

transom windows. 
● Any other site improvements should be appropriate to the historic nature of the district, and, if 

allowed, should be constructed to a scale, and out of materials, compatible with the 
neighborhood. 

● Front walkways shall be constructed from concrete or brick that are traditionally found in the 
District.  
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f. Religious, Educational or Other Institutional Buildings 
● New institutional construction or additions should be compatible with the historic portions of 

the institution's existing buildings and shall be compatible with the historic character of the 
neighborhood. 

● A new institutional building or addition should be of similar mass and scale to those seen 
traditionally.  

● If a larger building is to be constructed 
which occupies several lots, the sense of 
human scale can be expressed by 
"articulating" the mass of the building into 
smaller components that, individually, 
appear similar in scale to historic buildings 
in the area.  

● An institutional building's primary entrance 
should be oriented toward the street with 
subordinate entrances located toward 
parking or interior spaces. 

● Where two or more buildings will be located 
on a site, they should be arranged to define 
an outdoor space. Clustering buildings to 
create active open spaces, such as plazas 
and courtyards, is encouraged. Simply 
aligning buildings in a row to face a parking lot is discouraged. 

● Plain or industrial-type buildings are inappropriate and shall not be permitted. 
● A new institutional building should not be more than three stories or 35 feet in height. 
● A design should draw upon the institution's historic buildings or, if none, on the designs of other 

historic institutional buildings in the neighborhood. Traditional building materials should be 
used for primary wall surfaces similar to that of historic buildings on site. Masonry materials, 
including brick, stone and rusticated masonry block are preferred. 

● An addition to an institutional building should be placed at the rear or set back from the front in 
order to minimize its visual impact on the existing building. The proportions and character of the 
original building should remain prominent. Locating an addition at the front of a structure is 
inappropriate. An addition should be compatible in scale with the primary structure. An addition 
should be compatible in character with the primary institutional building. Parking areas should 
be located to the interior of the lot where feasible. 
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7. Guidelines Effective Date 
 

These guidelines should take effect on the date this District is designated a Historic District by the 
Memphis City Council. Upon such date, all property owners within the District and all who shall 
thereafter become property owners within the District shall be presumed to have knowledge of the 
provisions of these guidelines and shall be subject to the provisions of these guidelines.    

If any provision of these guidelines is made void or unenforceable by legislation or adjudication, such 
provision shall be deemed severed. The remaining provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 
    

These guidelines may be amended from time to time as future needs require upon: 

1)  Application by any person owning a legal or beneficial interest in any district property. 
2) Mailed written notice to all owners of property in the district. 
3) Approval by the Landmarks Commission and any other governmental body required by 

applicable law in a public hearing.    

These guidelines do not apply to ordinary repairs and maintenance. Ordinary repairs and maintenance 
shall be deemed to include, without limitation, work to correct deterioration, decay or damage to a 
building, object, structure, or site in order to restore the same, as nearly as may be practical, to its 
condition prior to such deterioration, decay, or damage, using materials accepted within these 
guidelines. It also includes any work that replaces something in a “same for same” fashion without 
any alterations. 
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Part 4: Additional Photos & References: 
 

          

 

 

       



21 | Page 
Crosstown Historic District 
User Guide and Architectural Design Guidelines 

   

 

 

            

 
 
Memphis Tech High History: 
www.historic-memphis.com/memphis-historic/techhistory/techhistory.html 
 
www.historic-memphis.com/memphis-historic/techhistory/techhistory.html 
 
William R Moore Tech History: 
https://www.mooretech.edu/about/history/ 
http://historic-memphis.com/biographies/w-r-moore/w-r-moore.html 
 
Van Vleet History: 
http://historic-memphis.com/biographies/van-vleet/van-vleet.html 
 
Montgomery Mansion History: 
http://www.historic-memphis.com/biographies/montgomery-park/montgomery-park.html 
 

http://www.historic-memphis.com/memphis-historic/techhistory/techhistory.html
http://www.historic-memphis.com/memphis-historic/techhistory/techhistory.html
https://www.mooretech.edu/about/history/
http://historic-memphis.com/biographies/w-r-moore/w-r-moore.html
http://historic-memphis.com/biographies/van-vleet/van-vleet.html
http://www.historic-memphis.com/biographies/montgomery-park/montgomery-park.html
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Sears Roebuck Building History: 
http://www.memphisheritage.org/sears-roebuck-company-catalog-distribution-center-retail-
store-crosstown-concourse/ 
 
https://crosstownconcourse.com/about 

Memphis and Shelby County Unified Code: 
https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/13413/ZTA-13-002-Complete-UDC-as-
approved?bidId= 
 
Memphis Landmarks Commission:  
https://www.develop901.com/landuse-developmentservices/MemphisLandmarksCommission 

Certificate of Appropriateness: 
https://shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/29968/Current-Full-COA-Application?bidId= 

http://www.memphisheritage.org/sears-roebuck-company-catalog-distribution-center-retail-store-crosstown-concourse/
http://www.memphisheritage.org/sears-roebuck-company-catalog-distribution-center-retail-store-crosstown-concourse/
https://crosstownconcourse.com/about
https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/13413/ZTA-13-002-Complete-UDC-as-approved?bidId=
https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/13413/ZTA-13-002-Complete-UDC-as-approved?bidId=
https://www.develop901.com/landuse-developmentservices/MemphisLandmarksCommission
https://shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/29968/Current-Full-COA-Application?bidId=














PARCELS TO BE REMOVED FROM PROPOSED CROSSTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT 
 
Owner Name: WAREHOUSE GARAGE LLC  
Property Address: 5050 N CLAYBROOK ST  
Parcel ID: 020018 00018C 
 
Owner Name: MOORE WM R COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY  
Property Address: 475 N BELLEVUE BLVD  
Parcel ID: 020097 00005 
 
Owner Name: TENNISON BROS INC  
Property Address: 0 N BELLEVUE BLVD  
Parcel ID: 020096 00002Z 
 
Owner Name: TENNISON BROS INC  
Property Address: 0 N BELLEVUE BLVD  
Parcel ID: 020096 00001Z 
 
Owner Name: TENNISON BROTHERS INC  
Property Address: 0 N BELLEVUE BLVD  
Parcel ID: 020096 00001 
 
Owner Name: CORPORATE AIR INC  
Property Address: 468 N BELLEVUE BLVD  
Parcel ID: 020002 00012C 
 
Owner Name: TENNISON BROS INC  
Property Address: 0 N BELLEVUE BLVD  
Parcel ID: 020002 00001Z 
 
Owner Name: TENNISON BROTHERS  
Property Address: 450 N BELLEVUE ST  
Parcel ID: 020002 00013 
 
Owner Name: MEMPHIS CENTER CITY REVENUE FINANCE CORPORATION  
Property Address: AUTUMN AVE  
Parcel ID: 020017 00003 
 
Owner Name: MEMPHIS CENTER CITY REVENUE FINANCE CORP  
Property Address: 495 N WATKINS  
Parcel ID: 020017 00008 
 



Owner Name: MEMPHIS CENTER CITY REVENUE FINANCE CORP  
Property Address: 0 AUTUMN AVE  
Parcel ID: 020017 00004 
 
Owner Name: MEMPHIS CENTER CITY REVENUE FINANCE CORP  
Property Address: 0 AUTUMN AVE  
Parcel ID: 020017 00005 
 
Owner Name: MEMPHIS CENTER CITY REVENUE FINANCE CORP  
Property Address: AUTUMN AVE  
Parcel ID: 020017 00007 
 
Owner Name: MEMPHIS CENTER CITY REVENUE FINANCE CORP  
Property Address: AUTUMN AVE  
Parcel ID: 020017 00006 
 
Owner Name: MEMPHIS CENTER CITY REVENUE FINANCE CORPORATION  
Property Address: 500 CLAYBROOK ST  
Parcel ID: 020016 00017 
 
Owner Name: MEMPHIS CENTER CITY REVENUE FINANCE CORP  
Property Address: TOWER AVE  
Parcel ID: 020016 00018 
 
Owner Name: MEMPHIS CENTER CITY REVENUE FINANCE CORP  
Property Address: CLAYBROOK ST  
Parcel ID: 020017 00009 
 
Owner Name: MEMPHIS CENTER CITY REVENUE FINANCE CORP  
Property Address: TOWER AVE  
Parcel ID: 020017 00010 
 
Owner Name: MEMPHIS CENTER CITY REVENUE FINANCE CORP  
Property Address: N WATKINS ST  
Parcel ID: 020017 00012 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS 

 
 
Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of Memphis in the Council 
Chambers, First Floor, City Hall, 125 North Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee 38103 on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 
3:30 P.M., in the matter of amending the Zoning Map of the City of Memphis, being Chapter 28, Article IV of the 
Code of Ordinances, City of Memphis, Tennessee, as amended, as follows: 
 
 

CASE NUMBER:  CTHD 
 

LOCATION: Area roughly bound by Autumn Avenue to the North, North Claybrook Street to the 
East, Poplar Avenue to the South, and Interstate 240 to the West 

 

COUNCIL DISTRICTS: District 7 and Super District 8 – Positions 1, 2, and 3 
 

OWNER/APPLICANT: Jennifer Amido and Crosstown Memphis Community Development Corporation 
 

REPRESENTATIVE: Jennifer Amido and Anna Joy Tamayo 
 

EXISTING ZONING: Residential Single-Family – 15 (R-15), Residential Urban – 3 (RU-3), Commercial 
Mixed Use – 1 (CMU-1), and Commercial Mixed Use – 3 (CMU-3) 

 

REQUEST: Historic (H) Overlay District 
 

AREA:   +/-81.30 acres 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

Memphis and Shelby County Division of Planning and Development: Approval 
 

Memphis Landmarks Commission: Approval 
 

Memphis and Shelby County Land Use Control Board: Approval 
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, you will take notice that on Tuesday, May 18, 2021, at 3:30 P.M. the City Council 
of the City of Memphis, Tennessee will be in session at the City Hall, Council Chambers, 125 North Main Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 to hear remonstrance’s or protests against the making of such changes; such 
remonstrance’s or protests must be by personal appearances, or by attorneys, or by petition, and then and there you 
will be present if you wish to remonstrate or protest against the same. 

 
This case will also be heard at the Planning and Zoning Committee on the same day with the specific time to be 
determined prior to the meeting date and posted on the City of Memphis’ website. 
 

THIS THE ____________________, ____________ 
 

          FRANK COLVETT, JR.  
       CHAIRMAN OF COUNCIL 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DYWUANA MORRIS 
CITY COMPTROLLER 
                

TO BE PUBLISHED: 
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