




A resolution to reallocate and appropriate $15,000 in awarded City Council Community Grant  

Funds for FY21 

 
WHEREAS, in order to promote the interests of the Memphis Community, the Memphis 

City Council allocated $1,950,000 for FY21 to support local non-profit agencies as a part of the 
Memphis City Council Grant program; and 
 

WHEREAS, within the allocation FY21 Memphis City Council Grant allocation that was 
approved on October 6, 2020, $38,400 were allocated for Skycop Cameras in District 6; and 
 

WHEREAS, due to the impact of COVID-19, the Skycop Cameras were not able to be 
installed; and 
 

WHEREAS, although the desire for Skycop Cameras in District 6 is great, other needs in 
the community have arisen that require addressing; and 
 

WHEREAS, these community needs are being addressed by different organizations 
throughout District 6 and financial support is needed to continue ensuring the work on these 
organizations.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council reallocate $15,000 
as noted: 

 

Organization Allocation 

Memphis Area 
Youth Association 

$5,000 

DI’MANS $5,000 

Shelby County 
Schools Project 
Stand 

$5,000 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the grant recipients must execute a contract with the 

City of Memphis Finance Division to receive the total disbursement of the grant award.  
 
 
Sponsor: Edmund H. Ford, Sr.  

















































RESOLUTION OF THE MEMPHIS CITY COUNCIL REQUESTING THE DIVISION 
OF POLICE SERVICES TO INVESTIGATE WHETHER ANY CITY OF MEMPHIS 
PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYEES PARTICIPATED IN THE U.S. CAPITOL RIOT IN 

WASHINGTON, D.C. ON JANUARY 6, 2021. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council supports the lawful expression of free speech, as 
well as the right to peacefully assemble, and is committed to upholding the tenets of democracy; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the acts of violence and insurrection demonstrated on January 6, 2021 at the 
United States Capitol (“U.S. Capitol”) in Washington, D.C. do not align with the principles or 
freedoms upon which our nation is based; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council condemns the actions of rioters at the U.S. Capitol 
on January 6, 2021, which resulted in vandalism, theft, and the unnecessary deaths of five citizens, 
namely U.S. Capitol Police Officer Brian Sicknick who suffered fatal injuries at the hands of said 
rioters; and 
 
 WHEREAS, men and women from different backgrounds and varying corners of the 
country – the State of Tennessee included – participated in the unlawful activities at the U.S. 
Capitol on January 6, 2021; and  
 
 WHEREAS, as of January 15, 2021 several sworn police officers from departments across 
the nation now face federal criminal charges as a result of their participation in the January 6, 2021 
U.S. Capitol riot; and  
 
 WHEREAS, to address concerns about the need for increased oversight and accountability 
within public safety-based departments, especially in light of 2020’s international call for reform 
within the criminal justice system, the Council now seeks to understand whether any City of 
Memphis Public Safety employees participated in the U.S. Capitol riot on January 6, 2021. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Memphis City Council hereby requests 
the Division of Police Services to investigate whether any City of Memphis Public Safety 
employees participated in the U.S. Capitol riot in Washington, D.C. on January 6, 2021. 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Memphis City Council further requests that the 
Administration develop and present a plan to the Council regarding any current City of Memphis 
Public Safety employees that participated in the U.S. Capitol riot and a process to ensure former 
City of Memphis Public Safety employees re-hiring status reflects participation in US Capitol riots; 
this resolution shall take effect from and after its passage, the welfare of the City requiring it. 
 

Sponsors: 
Councilwoman Michalyn Easter-Thomas 

Councilman Martavius Jones 
Councilman J B Smiley, Jr. 

Councilman Jeff Warren, M.D. 



AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS CODE OF ORDINANCES TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 5 "ANIMALS AND FOWL" TO CREATE ARTICLE V TO RESTRICT THE 
"RETAIL SALE OF DOGS AND CATS AT PET STORES” 

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council has an interest in maintaining the public 
safety and welfare of citizens of the City of Memphis and its visitors; and 

WHEREAS, the Humane Society of the United States (“Humane Society”) 
estimates that 10,000 high-volume dog breeding facilities, also known as puppy mills,  are 
producing more than 1,000,000 puppies a year in the country; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Humane Society, puppy and kitten mills are 
inhumane commercial breeding facilities that disregard the animals' physical and 
emotional health in order to maximize profits; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Humane Society, these mills produce animals for 
sale, oftentimes at retail in pet stores; and 

WHEREAS, current Federal and State regulations do not adequately address the 
sale of puppy and kitten mill dogs and cats in pet shops; and 

WHEREAS, cities across the country including Atlanta, Austin, Chicago, Los 
Angeles Philadelphia, San Diego, and San Francisco have adopted ordinances banning 
retail pet sales; and 

WHEREAS, cities in Tennessee, including Nashville and Franklin, have adopted 
legislation that bans the retail sale of dogs and cats at pet stores; and 

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council believes it is in the best interest of the City 
of Memphis to adopt reasonable regulations to reduce costs to the city and its residents, 
protect citizens who may purchase cats or dogs from a pet store, help prevent inhumane 
breeding conditions, promote community awareness of animal welfare, and foster a more 
humane environment in the City of Memphis. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, 
TENNESSEE that Chapter 5 “Animals and Fowl” also referenced as Sec 8-16 titled “Dogs 
and Cats” is hereby amended as follows: 

Article V "RETAIL SALE OF DOGS AND CATS AT PET STORES" 

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS 

For the purpose of this section, the following shall be defined as 

Animal care facility means an animal control center or animal shelter, maintained by or 
under contract with any state, county, or municipality, whose mission and practice is, in 
whole, or significant part, the rescue and placement of animals in permanent homes or 
rescue organizations. 



Animal rescue organization means any not-for-profit organization which has tax-
exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code, 
whose mission and practice is, in whole or in significant part, the rescue and placement 
of animals in permanent homes. This term does not include an entity that is a breeder or 
broker or one that obtains animals from a breeder or broker for profit or compensation. 

Breeder means a person that maintains a dog or cat for the purpose of breeding and 
selling their offspring. 

Broker means a person that transfers a dog or cat from a breeder for resale by another 
person. 

Cat means a member of the species of domestic cat, Felis catus. 

Dog means a member of the species of domestic dog, Canis familiaris. 

Offer for sale means to sell, offer for sale or adoption, advertise for the sale of, barter, 
auction, give away or otherwise dispose of a dog or cat. 

Pet store means a retail establishment where dogs or cats are sold, exchanged, 
bartered, or offered for sale as pet animals to the general public at retail. Such definition 
shall not include  animal care facility, animal rescue organization, or breeder, as 
defined. 

SECTION 2. RESTRICTIONS ON THE SALE OF DOGS AND CATS 

No pet store shall sell, deliver, offer for sale, barter, auction, give away, or otherwise 
transfer or dispose of cats or dogs. Nothing in this section shall prohibit pet stores from 
collaborating with animal care facilities or animal rescue organizations to offer space for 
such entities to showcase adoptable dogs or cats provided the pet store shall not have 
any ownership interest in the animals offered for adoption and shall not receive a fee for 
providing space for the adoption of any of these animals. 

SECTION 3. PENALTY. 

A pet store that violates this section shall be subject to a civil penalty of $50.00, and each 
dog or cat offered for sale in violation of this section shall constitute a separate violation. 

SECTION 4. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the provisions of this Ordinance are 
hereby severable. If any of these sections, provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or 
parts is held unconstitutional or void, the remainder of this Ordinance shall continue in full 
force and effect. 

SECTION 5. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect from and 
after the date, it shall have been passed by the Council, signed by the Chairperson of the 
Council, certified and delivered to the Office of the Mayor in writing by the Comptroller 
and become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

 



Sponsors 
Worth Morgan 
Jeff Warren 
City Administration       Chairman 
         Frank Colvett 
 





































RESOLUTION OF THE MEMPHIS CITY COUNCIL REQUESTING THE  
REOPENING OF RIVERSIDE DRIVE TO VEHICLE TRAFFIC FULL-

TIME 
 
 WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council values the role of Riverside Drive as 
an unrivaled thoroughfare parallel to the Mississippi River; and 
 
 WHEREAS, equally important, the Council understands the utility of the 
roadway as a critical point of ingress and egress between Downtown Memphis and 
Interstate-55; and 
 
 WHEREAS, billed as one of the “Most Expensive Highway[s] in the World” 
at the time of its construction, its present state does not align with its initially 
intended purpose as a gateway within the City of Memphis, namely for motorized 
traffic; and 
 
 WHEREAS, although its recent closing and partial re-opening have been 
hailed as influential to the increased use of outdoor amenities along the waterfront, 
the Council is of the belief that physical enjoyment of scenic downtown spaces, and 
daily vehicle access, can co-exist for Memphians of every stripe. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Memphis City Council 
hereby requests the reopening of Riverside Drive to vehicle traffic full-time, i.e., 
seven days per week to include related parking areas during designated park hours; 
this resolution shall take effect from and after its passage, the welfare of the City 
requiring it. 
 

Sponsor: 
Councilwoman Michalyn Easter-Thomas 



 
 
 
 

Ford Canale 
Memphis City Councilmember 

 
 
 
 
Frank Colvett 
Memphis City Chairman 

WHEREAS, upon occasion, the City Council approves the naming of specified public roads to honor those who have 
served this community, and the late Father Nicholas Vieron is an impeccable example of such a progressive leader 
deserving of this City’s recognition and gratitude; and 

 
WHEREAS, born on November 13, 1925 in New Orleans, Louisiana to Leonides and Ellas Vieron, Father Nicholas 
Vieron graduated from high school at the age of 16 and immediately went to Pomfret, as the youngest ever to enroll; 
he earned his undergraduate degree and in 1955 his Master’s degree from Marshall College in Huntington, and later, in 
1970, a Jurisprudence Degree from Memphis State University School of Law; and 

 
WHEREAS, Father Nicholas Vieron was ordained to priesthood and served in both Louisville, KY and Huntington, 
W. Va., before being assigned in 1955 to the Annunciation Church in Memphis, where he retired as the main Priest in 
1991 and continued to practice clergy until he went to glory; and 

 
WHEREAS, known for his remarkable work to comfort and uplift people all over the City of Memphis, in addition, 
Father Nicholas Vieron is commemorated for his role in advocating for human rights during the turbulent late 1960s, 
when he and a small group of white ministers, together with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., tried to heal a suffering 
Memphis community; and 

 
WHEREAS, Father Nicholas Vieron remained active in the ecumenical circles of the city and in the Memphis 
Ministers' Association, he served as Chaplain of the Memphis Touchdown Club, volunteered at mission churches where 
there was no full-time pastor or for vacationing priests, was a dedicated editor beginning in 1992 for The RCA "Epistle" – 
a monthly publication that reached over 550 people; Father Nicholas Vieron also designed the emblem of the Retired 
Clergy Association, while he continued to enjoy playing racquetball three times a week; and 

 
WHEREAS, the passing of Father Nicholas Vieron leaves a significant void in our community and to celebrate 
his life and his legacy, he leaves behind his children, Leonidas and Paul; his four grandchildren, Nicholas, 
Matthew, Stephanie, and LeeAnn; other loving family members and a grateful community; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council extends sincere condolences and memorializes the life and legacy of Father 
Nicholas Vieron, a great Memphian, dedicated community leader, and a true visionary who pursued his work in service 
to all citizens of Memphis. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF MEMPHIS, 
TENNESSEE that North Highland Street between Galloway Avenue and Shirlwood Avenue in Memphis, Tennessee be 
designated and always remembered as 

 

“Father Nicholas Vieron Street” 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Engineer is requested to affix suitable signs so designating such public 

road. 
 

ADOPTED: January 26, 2021 
 




