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PART 1 - SCOPE 
This work shall consist of furnishing and placing sod at all locations shown on the Plans or where directed by 
the Owner, and in conformity with these Specifications.  Ordinarily, the work will consist of the furnishing and 
placing of new sod originating from sources outside the rights-of-way and easement limits.  In some cases, 
however, the work will include removing sod from areas where the requirements of the project would destroy 
existing sod, storing the sod so removed, and resetting it in areas shown on the Plans or designated by the 
Owner. 
 
PART 2 - MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 
 
2.01 MATERIALS. 
 

A. Sod. 
  

1. New sod shall consist of live, dense, well rooted growth of Bermuda grass, free from Johnson 
grass, nutgrass, and other obnoxious grasses or weeds, well suited for the intended purpose and 
for the soil in which it is to be planted.  All sod shall be cleanly cut in strips having a reasonably 
uniform thickness of not less than 2 inches and cut in 10 to 12 inch squares. 

 
2. The sale or movement of sod for propagation is controlled by Tennessee Plant Pest Act of 
1955, TCA 43-55 et. Seq., and the Contractor shall be responsible for obtaining all inspections, 
authorizations, and permits which may be required by such law and the Tennessee Department of 
Agriculture. 

 
B. Fertilizer. 
Manufactured fertilizer shall meet the requirements of Specification Section 02920 Paragraph 2.01.B 
and shall be Grade 15-15-15 unless otherwise specified on the Plans or in the Contract Documents. 

 
C. Ammonium Nitrate. 
Ammonium nitrate shall be a standard commercial product, shall conform to the requirements for 
other commercial fertilizers as specified in Specification Section 02920 Paragraph 2.01.B, and shall 
have a minimum of 33 ½ percent nitrogen. 

 
D. Agricultural Limestone. 
Agricultural limestone shall meet the requirements of Specification Section 02920 Paragraph 2.01.C. 

 
2.02 EQUIPMENT. 
All equipment necessary for the satisfactory performance of this work shall be on the project and approved 
before work will be permitted to begin. 
 
PART 3 - CONSTRUCTION  REQUIREMENTS 
 
3.01 WEATHER LIMITATIONS. 
Sod shall be set or reset only when the soil if most and favorable to growth.  No setting or resetting shall be 
done between December 1 and February 1, unless weather and soil conditions are considered favorable and 
permission is granted by the Owner. 
 
3.02 REMOVING AND STORING SOD FOR RESETTING. 
If specified, sod removed from such areas as lawns, yards, and lots shall be so cut, handled, and stored that 
the sod can be reset in the same locations from which it was removed.  No exchange of sod will be permitted 
unless approved by the Owner.  Unless reset immediately after cutting, sod shall be stacked in piles and kept 
moist until reset.  Sod shall be reset within 7 days after removal, unless otherwise specifically permitted by the 
Owner.  Reset sod shall show vitality and growth at the time of acceptance by the City and for duration of the 
warranty period. 
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3.03 SODDING. 
 

A. The area to be sodded shall be brought to the lines and grades shown on the Plans or as directed 
by the Owner.  The surface of the ground to be sodded shall be loosened to a depth of not less than 
one inch with a rake or other device.  If necessary, it shall be sprinkled until saturated for a minimum 
depth of one inch and kept moist until the sod is placed.  Immediately before placing the sod, fertilizer 
and lime shall be applied uniformly to the prepared surface of the ground.  Fertilizer shall be applied at 
the rate of 8 pounds of Grade 15-15-15, or equivalent per 1,000 square feet.  Agricultural limestone 
shall be applied at the rate of 100 pounds per 1,000 square feet. 

 
B. Sod shall be placed as soon as practical after removal from the point of origin and shall be kept in 
a moist condition during the interim.  The sod shall be carefully placed by hand on the prepared 
ground surface with the edges in close contact and, as far as possible, in a position to break joints.  
Each strip of sod laid shall be fitted and rolled using a roller of sufficient size and weight to fix the sod 
into place.  Immediately after placing, the sod shall be thoroughly wetted and rolled with an approved 
roller or hand tamped, as approved by the Owner.  Pinning or pegging shall be required on slopes 
greater than 2 to 1 to hold the sod in place or in other instances at the direction of the Owner. 

 
3.04 MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR. 
The sod shall be watered as frequently as necessary for a period of two weeks, after which, ammonium nitrate 
shall be applied at the rate of 3.5 pounds per 1,000 square feet, and the sod given an additional watering.  The 
Contractor shall not allow any equipment or material placed on any planted area and shall erect suitable 
barricades and guards to prevent his equipment, labor, or the public from traveling on or over any area planted 
with sod.  Care shall include periodic watering, fertilizing and mowing necessary to maintain the vitality and 
appearance of the sod.  When mowing is required, mower blades shall be set at sufficient height to protect the 
vitality of the growth.  Sodded areas that become eroded, damaged or fail to successfully establish a stand of 
grass shall be repaired and/or replaced as directed by the Owner.  All material and labor required to maintain 
and repair seeded areas shall be furnished by the Contractor at no cost to the City.  Sod must be living at the 
time of final acceptance of the project and through the duration of the warranty period. 
 
3.05 DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS MATERIAL. 
All surplus material shall be disposed of off-site. 
 
PART 4 – MEASUREMENT                    
The furnishing and setting of sodding as specified herein may be incidental to the work of the Contract, or may 
be measured and payment made under the Pay Items described herein, as defined by the Pay Items in the 
Proposal Sheet(s), and/or as included in the Plans and Contract Documents.  If payment is made separately, 
measurement for the work of this Specification shall be as described below. 
 
4.01 SODDING. 
Sod will be measured for payment by the square yard of surface upon which the sod has been set. 
 
4.02 REMOVING, STORING, AND RESETTING SOD. 
Sod to be removed, stored, and reset will be measured for payment by the square yard of surface upon which 
the removed sod has been reset. 
 
PART 5 – PAYMENT      
 
5.01 SODDING. 
Sodding will be paid for at the contract unit price per square yard for the accepted quantities, which price will 
be full payment for furnishing, setting, pinning and pegging if required, fertilizing, watering, mowing, providing 
and placing agricultural limestone, and for the maintenance and repair of the sodded area. 
 
5.02 REMOVING, STORING, AND RESETTING SOD. 
This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per square yard for the accepted quantities, which price will 
be full payment for removing and storing the sod or turf, setting, pinning and pegging if required, fertilizing, 
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watering, mowing, providing and placing agricultural limestone, and for the maintenance and repair of the 
sodded area.  
 
5.03 PAYMENT WILL BE MADE UNDER:  
 

Item No.  Pay Item      Pay Unit 
 
  02921-5.01  SODDING (NEW SOD)     Square Yard    
   
  02921-5.02  REMOVING, STORING, AND RESETTING SOD   Square Yard 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END OF SECTION 02921 


